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. Put children first. In all actions related to 
children, the best interests of the child shall be a 
primary consideration. 

. Eradicate poverty: invest in children. We 
reaffirm our vow to break the cycle of poverty 
within a single generation, united in the 
conviction that investments in children and the 
realization of their rights are among the most 
effective ways to eradicate poverty. Immediate 
action must be taken to eliminate the worst forms 
of child labour. 

. Leave no child behind. Each girl and boy is born 
free and equal in dignity and rights; therefore, 
all forms of egrnaen affecting children 
must end. 

. Care for every child. Children must get the best 
possible start in life. Their survival, protection, 
growth and development in good health and with 
proper nutrition is the essential foundation of 
human development. We will make concerted 
efforts to fight infectious diseases, tackle major 
causes of malnutrition and nurture children in a 
safe environment that enables them to be 
physically healthy, mentally alert, emotionally 
secure, socially competent and able to learn. 

. Educate every child. All girls and boys must 
have access to and complete primary education 
that is free, compulsory and of good quality as a 
cornerstone of an inclusive basic education. 
Gender disparities in primary and secondary 
education must be eliminated. 

. Protect children from harm and exploitation. 
Children must be protected against any acts of 
violence, abuse, exploitation and discrimination, 
as well as all forms of terrorism and hostage- 
taking. 

. Protect children from war. Children must be 
protected from the horrors of armed conflict. 
Children under foreign occupation must also be 
protected, in accordance with the provisions of 
international humanitarian law. 

. Combat HIV/AIDS. Children and their families 
must be protected from the devastating impact 
of human immunodeficiency virus/acquired 
immunodeficiency syndrome (HIV/AIDS). 

. Listen to children and ensure their 
participation. Children and adolescents are 


resourceful citizens capable of helping to build a 
better future for all. We must respect their right to 
express themselves and to participate in all matters 
affecting them, in accordance with their age and 
maturity. 

10. Protect the Earth for children. We must safeguard 
our natural environment, with its diversity of life, its 
beauty and its resources, all of which enhance the 
quality of life, for present and future generations. 
We will give every assistance to protect children and 
minimize the impact of natural disasters and 
environmental degradation on them. 
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SPM with flying colours. 


I just got to know QUEST last month, when 
a newspaper vendor came to my school. At 
first, I wanted to buy a newspaper. Then I 
saw QUEST and decided to buy it as it is 
very good for a student like me. I found 
QUEST an interesting way to learn 
English. Thank you very much and 
congratulations, QUEST ! 


I was exposed to this educational, useful and interesting 
magazine QUEST by a friend two years ago. Now, my 
command of English has increased by leaps and bounds. I 
was thrilled beyond words when I obtained an Ain my PMR 
examination. Undeniably, reading QUEST has widened my 
scope of vocabulary. Hopefully, I can get an Ain my SPM 
this year. [ hope, also, all the fifth formers would pass their 


2 | Ihave been reading QUEST for a year now. 


“ : * aes ; 4 
ORC} | 


Khoo Chai Wen 
SMK Sultan Abdul Aziz 
Teluk Intan, Perak 


It really has inspired me. The stuff in it 

makes me love learning the English 

language. I hope to see more information 
on sports and computers. 

Mohd Badrul Hisyam Alias 

SMK Kubang Kerian 2 

Kelantan 


QUEST is the best magazine I had ever 
read. Since reading it, my vocabulary has 
improved. Thanks for the educational 
articles, exercises and jokes. Can you add 
more names of foreign penpals? 


QUEST presents me with knowledge about 

the world. When I read the magazine I can 

find topics that are useful for my studies. 
QUEST is good for students. 

Norliana Wan Ngah 

SMK Durian Mas 

Terengganu 


A million thanks to QUEST. QUEST 
certainly deserves compliments from its 
readers because of its interesting coverage 
including contests and articles with a lot of 
interesting words. It would be nice if 
QUEST could be published once a month. 
A website would also be useful to those who 
have missed previous issues. 
Wan Fatimah Solihah Wan Abd Rahman 
SMKA (P) Kangar 
Perlis 


*I think there is a little mistake in the 
heading of a news item on page 37 in 
QUEST issue number 52. It should be ‘First 
Cat Cloned’. I would also like to make two 
requests. Can you tell us more about 
‘Noodles in Space’ and feature 
‘Overprotected’ by Britney Spears. Lastly, 
I would like to salute all the crew of 
QUEST. You are the best! 

Thanks for pointing out the error. 
Apologies. We'll’ try and oblige you with 
your requests in our next issue. - Ed. 


Thank you, readers, for your letters. 
QUEST would also like to thank all the 
Principals and teachers who encourage 
their students to read QUEST. — Ed. 


Nordiana Zainordin Devind Raj | QUEST welcomes letters and j 
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by my lack of good vocabulary. Itisjoyless started reading this unique magazine called | issue of QUEST. You may 
checking the dictionary for each word that © QUEST. QUEST is the gateway to English. I express your opinion on any : 
I do not understand. I couldn’t find a Readers, if you want a good ‘teacher’, | article published in QUEST. ! 
suitable magazine for a teenager like me. | QUEST is the best choice. I would like to ff Keep your letters short. Please ] 
My aunt suggested I read QUEST andtry thank my parents for recommending | address your correspondenc awe q 
every exercise in it. [do them step by step QUEST to me. This is the best magazine 1 QUEST Publications , 

beginning with the easier articles and _for students. I’m very happy to read (You ‘“ Us | 
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ITERATURE COMPONENT (FORM 4) 


In this issue of QUEST, Margaret Daniel 
examines the poem sitenggang’s homecoming 
by Muhammad Hj. Salleh . Many students feel 
worried and fearful due to the length of this 
poem. However, she assures you that this poem 
is not as difficult as it appears to be. 


sitenggang s 
homecoming 


@ _ the physical journey that i traverse 
is a journey of the soul, 
transport of the self from a fatherland 
to a country collected by sight and mind, 
the knowledge that sweats from it 
is a Stranger’s knowledge, 
from one who has learnt to see, think 
and choose between 
the changing realities. 


@ © _ it’s truei have growled at my mother and grandmother 
but only after having told of my predicament 
that they have never brought to reason. 
the wife that I began to love in my loveliness, 

in the country that alienated me, 

they took to their predecisions. 

i have not entirely returned, I know, 

having been changed by time and place, 


coarsened by problems 
estranged by absence. 
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but look, 

i have brought myself home, 
seasoned by confidence, 
broadened by land and languages, 
iam no longer afraid of the 
oceans, 

of the differences between 
people, 

not easily fooled 

by words or ideas. 

the journey was a loyal teacher 
who was never tardy 

in explaining cultures or 
variousness. 

look, I am just like you, 

still malay, 

sensitive to what 

1 believe is good 

and more ready to understand 
than my brothers. 

the contents of these boats are 
yours too 

because I have returned. 


travels made me 

a seeker who does not seek 

what is given without sincerity 
or that which demands payments 
from beliefs. 

the years at sea and coastal states 
have taught me to choose, 

to accepts only those tested by 
comparison, 

or that which matches the words 
of my ancestors, 

which returns me to my village 
and its perfection. 


_ BE GENEROUS IN YOUR DAYS OF PLENTY 


V1 


i’ve learnt 

the ways of the rude 

to hold reality in a new logic, 
debate with hard and loud facts. 
but I too am humble, respecting 
man and life. 


1am not a new man, 
not very different 
from you; 

the people and cities 
of coastal ports 

taught me not to brood 
over a foreign world, 
suffer difficulties 

or fear possibilities. 


1am you, 

freed from the village, 
its soils and ways 
independent, because 
i have found myself. 


Muhammad Hj. Salleh 


QUEST 


'-_ITERATURE COMPONENT (FORM 4) 


The poem consists of six stanzas. Let's analyse 
the content and meaning of the poem stanza 


by stanza. 


Stanza 1 


Si Tenggang leaves his homeland to travel to a 
foreign land. He becomes wiser and mature as he 
meets different people and experiences different 
cultures of the people abroad. He learns their way 
of life, values and beliefs. However, the journey 
is not only a physical journey. It is also a spiritual 
journey as he discovers about himself during his 
travel abroad. 


Stanza 2 


Si Tenggang is frustrated with his own family as 
they do not understand or accept him because they 
feel he has betrayed his people by adopting 
western values and customs. He feels lonely and 
rejected by them. In his loneliness, he turns to his 
wife for love and support because she is the only 
one who understands him. 


Si Tenggang admits that the travels have changed 
him and made him into a stronger person. 
However, he also feels that the time spent away 
has caused a distance between himself and the 
villagers. 


Stanza 3 


Si Tenggang wants to convince his people that he 
has returned with a broader perspective of life. 
He has become more confident, brave and not so 
naive or innocent. Si Tenggang stresses that he is 
still a Malay at heart, although his has been 


QUEST 


exposed to Western values and cultures. Si 
Tenggang also wishes to share his newfound 
knowledge and experiences with the people. 


Stanza 4 


Si Tenggang has learnt a lot from his journeys. 


‘He rejects things or favours from people who are 


insincere. He also rejects ideas that are against his 
religious beliefs. His years abroad have also taught 
him to appreciate the teachings of his ancestors. 
He is able to differentiate good from bad. 


Stanza 5 


Although he may sometimes question or disagree 
with them over certain beliefs, Si Tenggang insists 
that he is not rude although his behaviour may be 
considered rude in the Malay culture. The poet 
insists that his is humble and respects all men 
especially the elders. Si Tenggang again stresses 
that he is Malay. 


Stanza 6 


Si Tenggang tries to convince his people that he is 
still one of them although the travels have made 
him have a more broader outlook on life. He wants 
his people to accept him the way he is. Si Tenggang 
left his village on a journey of self-discovery. He 
has returned home as an independent and wiser 
man because he has found, himself. In other 
words, he has discovered his inner self. 


- ITERATURE COMPONENT (FORM 4) 


Now, let's take a look at some of the important 
poetic devices used in the poem. 


i) Metaphor 
Metaphor is an indirect or abstract form of 
comparison. 


the physical journey is also a journey of the soul 


The poet is not only going on a journey abroad, 
he is also going on a journey into his inner self to 
discover the kind of person he really is inside and 
the qualities within him that shape his thoughts 
and behaviour. 


ii) Personification 


Personification is to give human traits or 
characteristics to non-human things. 


the journey was a loyal teacher 


The journey is considered a loyal teacher because 
it has taught the poet about the differences in 
people of different countries as well as different 
cultures. The poet is also able to learn more about 
himself in the process. 


6 | WHEN ONE DOOR SHUTS ANOTHER OPENS 


ili) Repetition 

Repetition of words or lines are used to give 
emphasis or stress on a certain thought or meaning 
that the poet wishes to convey in the poem. 


but look, (line 20) 
look, I am just like you (line 31) 


Si Tenggang insists that he is still a Malay just 
like the villagers and that he has not forgotten his 


culture and eastern values. 


iv) Irony 
Irony is a technique used to show the effect of 
getting the opposite of what a person expects 


a seeker who does not seek 


A seeker is a person who searches for something. 
Si Tenggang has learnt not to seek anything from 
insincere people or sacrifice his beliefs for 
something else. 


v) Punctuation 

The use of the small letter 7, throughout the poem 
gives the impression that the poet is a humble 
person. The poet is trying to convey to the readers 
that he is not important or special in any way. 
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Now let’s look at some questions based on the poem. 


Exercise 1 


a) Si Tenggang comes back from his travels. How has his travels changed him? 


b) What does the writer mean by J have found myself,? Explain in a few lines. 


Exercise 2 


i) List 5 positive effects of Si Tenggang’s travels. 
a) 
b) 
C) 
d) 


e) 


ii) List 3 problems that Si Tenggang has to face upon his return. 
a) 
b) 
C) 
d) 


€) 


Answers. See upside down. 
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QUEST LET NOT YOUR HEART BE OFFENDED BY ANYONI 


_ ANGUAGE: ENGLISH THROUGH SONGS 


Boom was the official song of the 2002 FIFA World Cup. | 


It was written and sung by rising singer Anastacia. 
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BOOM 


Complicated 
Understanding what you can achieve 
Under rated 
The one to win, one who believes 
If I go away | 
Would you follow me 
To that special place of tranquility 
Where the river flows 
And the fields are golden 
Come on, come on 
Chorus 


i - \ Boom n Here to rock ya 


Boom n Never stop, no 
Boom n Free your mind 
Boom boom boom boom 
Boom Here to rock ya 
Boom Never stop, no 
Boom n Raise up high 
Boom boom boom boom 
Take no prisoners 

Fight to win and you will survive 
Fallen, risen 

Just feed the flame 

The spirit comes alive 

If I go away 

Would you follow me 

To that special place of tranquility 
Where the river flows 

And the fields are golden 

Come on, come on 

Repeat Chorus 

I say boom 

Boom, Boom boom boom boom 
Boom n Here to rock ya 

Boom n Never stop, no 

Boom n Raise up high 

Boom boom boom boom 


A GOOD CONSCIENCE IS THE BEST DIVINITY 


Songs express feelings as you 
learnt in the last issue with 
Celine Dion’s new song A New 
Day Has Come. What kind of 
feelings did the song Boom 
bring out in you when you heard 
it being played at 2002 FIFA 
World Cup? Describe the 
feelings the song brought out in 
you? 


WORD TEASERS 


Each word below can be matched 
with a word from the song. For 
example, no can be matched with 
the word body, to form nobody. 


1. ten 


2 ending 

3. teen 

4, thinker 

a. stand 
Antonyms 


Antonyms are words which have 
opposite meaning. 

For example: take = give 
From the lyrics, find the 
antonyms for: 

high 


win 


alive 


under 


comes 


here 


risen 
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as calm as a millpond: very calm 
The sea is as calm as a millpond today. 


easy on the eye: pleasant to look at 
Wear colours that are easy on the eye when you go 
for an interview. 


cut and dried: fixed and definite 
His views on every subject are always cut and dried. 


asking for trouble: to behave as if to invite trouble 
You’d be asking for trouble if you walk alone on 
unlit deserted roads at night. 


backbiting: to speak evil of a person when he is not 
present 
Never indulge in backbiting with your friends. 


of no avail: of no use 
The doctors tried to resuscitate her but their efforts 
were of no avail. 


hold one’s breath: to stop breathing for a moment 
because of anxiety 
I held my breath as I heard someone creeping on 
the roof last night. 


take one’s breath away: to make someone breathless 
with delight 
Nizam’s new motorcycle took my breath away. 


as different as chalk from cheese: very different 
Zul and Idris are brothers but they are as different 
as chalk from cheese 


a chapter of accidents: a whole series of misfortunes 
The entire day of the VIP’s visit to our school was a 
chapter of accidents. Everything went wrong that 
day. 


QUEST ACANDLE LOSES NOTHING OF ITS LIGHT BY LIGHT! 


get it off your chest: fo tell someone about something 
that is worrying you 

If you have a problem you can always get it off your 
chest by writing to Teenfile in QUEST magazine. 


crying need: something urgently requiring attention 
There is a crying need for more English teachers in 
rural schools. 


hopping mad: very angry 
I don’t know why he is hopping mad with me. 


Pick five of the idioms and use them in sentences 
of your own. 


iG ANOTHER CANDLE 3 
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— ANGUAGE 


That’s Not-Right-Lah! 


Rewrite these sentences in proper English 


My father selling cars for ten years. 
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SCHHSHHHHSHSHHOSHHSSHHSHHHHHHHHHHHHOHHOHHSHHOHOHHHHOHHOEHOHEHOHOHOHOHOHOSLOHOEEOLEOEOOEEOS 


SHOSHOHHHHSHHHHSHHHHSHSHHHSHECHSHSHSHTHOHOHSHOHHHOHHHHOHSHOHHHOHOHOHHOHSHHOHHOHHHESHHOHSHOHOSEOOLEOOO®E 


SHOHOHSHHSHSHHHSHSHSHSHHHSHHHOHOHHSHHOHSHHOHOHHHHHOHHHOHOHHHSHSHSHOHOHHSSHHOHHHOHOHEOOKHOHOOOOLEOO2OOe 


A WORD THAT COMES FROM THE HEART IS CERTAIN TO REACH OTHER HEARTS 


— hi aca ba etnies ' i —~ : ee 


. The children often quarrel to each other. 


SPHOHSHHHSHHHOSHSHHSSHHOHSHSHHHSHHHHOHHEHHHHHHHOHHOHHHOHSHHHHHOHHOHHSHOHOHOHOOHOHEOHOHOEOTEOSEOLE 


SCHOSHCHHSHHHHHSHOHHHSHHHOHSHHOHHSHSHHOHHOHHOHHHSHOHOHHSHOHSHHHEHOHHSHHHESOHOHOHOTOHOHOOCHCOOCOOLE OO OES 


SHOHSHSHSHSHHHSHHSHTHHOHSHHHOHSHSHHOHHHSHHHSHHHHOHHSHSHHSHSHHHHHOHHSHOHOHOHHHOOHOHOHOOHOOHOHAOCOOOO®S 


SCHOHOHCHOHHHSSHSHHOHHHOHHHSHSHHHHHHHHHHOHHSHHOHHHOHOHHHHOHOHOOHOHOSDEOHHOOHOHHOHOOHOOOEOCOOOED 
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Of Bunga Telur and Bally Shoes 


1. Author’s background 
Che Husna Azahari, the author of Of Bunga Telur and Bally Shoes, comes from Melor, Kelantan. 
Melor is the setting frequently used by Che Husna in many of her short stories. Che Husna has written 
many short stories. Her first collection of short stories is ‘Kelantan Tales’ which was published in 
1992. The other collections of short stories are ‘Melor in Perspective’ and ‘The Rambutan Orchara’. 
She also wrote a collection of poems in Malay and English entitled ‘Puisi Ambo’, which was published 
in 1996. 

‘The Man Who Built Gul-e-Stan’, which is her latest work forms one of the collection of short 
stories in Voices of South East Asia’, published by SEAMEO, the Regional English Language Centre, 
Singapore. Professor Madya Dr. Che Husna Azahari is a lecturer at the Department of Education, 
University of Kebangsaan Malaysia. 


2. Summary of the Story: 


Fill in the blanks with suitable words to complete the summary of the story. Read the whole literature 
text to know the story in detail. 


Of Bunga Telur and Bally Shoes is about a young man named (1) who is going to get married and 
leaves the choice of a bride to his (2). He is like a good and (3) son. He is quite 


(4) with the girl his mother chooses. Jamal is impatient to get married. He is told that the wedding 


preparations will take (5) months. Jamal prepares a (6) for his wedding. He realises it 
will be costly. He will have to spend money on food for the (7), the dowry and (8) 
for the bride and the Bunga Telur. The total cost is (9). Jamal revises the budget twice. Jamal 
tries to reduce the cost to (10) by budgeting for cheaper food and presents. He then starts to think 
of ideas to raise fund. He also makes a list of his (11) to finance his wedding. Then, in order to raise 
money for the wedding expenses, Jamal sells his (12) and television, withdraws the money from 
his saving account and borrows some money from his (13). But he is still short of 

(14). He persuades his mother to loan him (15). He still needs RM430.00 
to be raised, so he decides to do away with the (16) by replacing with sweets. This is not 
agreeble with his family. As a last resort, he sells off his (17) to his cousin, (18) to 
nelp him cover the remaining expenses. With the money raised, the wedding preparations proceed smoothly. 
Just before the wedding, Jamal tries on his splendid wedding (19) but it does not look quite complete 
without his (20) to be put on for the “bersanding ceremony’. 


QUEST _ SUCCESS IS RELATIVE; THE MORE SUCCESSES, THE MORE RELATIVES 11 


__ ITERATURE COMPONENT 


3. Setting 


This story takes place in a kampung in Kelantan. 
Jamal’s house is busy with numerous preparations 
for the grand day. The main events happen at 
Jamal’s house, at the bank, his cousin’s house, a 


_ tailor’s shop in Kota Bharu and Hajah Cik Minah’s 


songket house in Penambang. 


4. Plot 


The plot of the story can be summarised in the 
following way. 


Climax 
Jamal wants to give the guests 

Hacks sweets instead of Bunga 
Telur but his sister objects. 


Rising Action 


Jamal is shocked that the 


Falling Action 


wedding is costly and he does 

not have enough money for the eG : 

wedding. He comes up with 2 He sells his Bally shoes 
budgets and is still short of to get enough money 
money to finance his wedding. 


He sells his personai computer 
and television. He 
unsuccessfully tries to get a loan 
from his cousin. He gets RM100 
from his sister and a loan from 
his mother. - 


Exposition 
It is tinge for Jamal to get married. 
As requested by Jamal, his 


mother chooses the bride for him. 


for the wedding. 


Resolution 

The time comes for 
Jamal to try his 
wedding costume. He 
looks superb but he 
does not have a good 
pair of shoes - Bally 
shoes - to go along with 


his wedding costume, 


MANY A TRUE WORD IS SPOKEN IN JEST 


Character Traits 


Jamal - He is the main character in the story. He is 
an obedient son, and an educated man who allows 
his mother to choose him a bride. He is not 
tradition-bound to develop instant liking for his 
bride-to-be soon after meeting her. 

Jamal’s mother - She is a dominant character, 
respected by Jamal and his sisters. She is old- 
fashioned, conservative and maintains traditional 
and cultural practices. She is conscious of status 
in the choice of the bride and the wedding 
ceremony. 

Jamal’s sister - She is kind, emotional and a serious 
character. She is also tradition-bound in insisting 
on the Bunga Telur. 

Jamal’s cousin - He is a vain character. He is brand 
conscious, loves to dress up in the designer label 
clothing and accessories to illustrate affluence. 


Themes and Issues 
Themes 


1. This story is about the customs involved and 
cost incurred in a traditional wedding. The 
customs involve a lot of preparations by various 
family members. 


2. The total expenditure for traditional wedding is 
very high and money has to be raised by various 
ways. People also have become materialistic. 
They want to show off to their relatives and 
friends by having a grand and expensive 
wedding. 


- QUEST 


|__ ITERATURE COMPONENT 


Issues 


A person should not spend more than he can afford 
just to get married. It is not wise to pay so much 
for imported clothes and shoes with famous brand 
names when local products are just as good. 


Point of View 


The story is told in the third person, through the 
eyes of the main character. The thoughts and 
opinions of the main character regarding the other 
characters are revealed. The character’s point of 
view may also be the author’s point of view as 
shown in certain cases. 


‘Language and Style 


The language is simple in that the vocabulary and 
sentence patterns are easy to understand and to 
read. Symbolism is used, for example, Bunga Telor 
represents posterity and a part of a Malay wedding 
tradition and Bally shoes symbolises affluence and 
the influence of certain culture. Malay words are 
used to enrich the story and make it dramatic, the 
creating reality. The author tells the story in a 
humorous way by describing the feeling of 
emotions of some of the characters, for example, 
‘He reached out and crooned to the shoes. His 
shoes lovingly caressed the supple leather and 
blew imaginary dust from the brass buckle. 


Message 


It is advisable not to be status conscious, 
extravagant and we must practise moderation in 
everything we do. 


QUEST 


Answer the questions to enhance your 
understanding of the Literature text. 


1. Why do you think Jamal made some sacrifices 
in order to get married? 


2. What did his mother do when Jamal asked for 
loan? 


3. What 2 additional features did Jamal notice in 
his in his bride? 


4. What physical aspect of Jamal was to be his 
advantage when trying on his wedding 
costume? 


5. Why was there a need to replace hard boiled 
eggs with Hacks sweets? 


6. ‘Because, dear son,’ explained his mother, 
‘there’s the invitations, the catering, the bridal 
chamber and the Bunga Telur to be attended 
to.’ Well, he understood about the invitations, 
the catering, yes, the bridal chamber (Blush)... 


a. Who was talking to Jamal? 


b. What prepations need to be done before the 
wedding? 


c. What made Jamal’s face turn red? 


Answers on page 38 


IN THIS WORLD NOTHING IS CERTAIN BUT DEATH AND TAXES _ 13 


ANGUAGE GAMES 


UN with 
ORDS 


These words games test your knowledge 
and stimulate your thinking skill as well as 
your vocabulary skill. Find out which word 
fits in well with each of the following 
sequences? The first one is given as an 


example. Have fun! 


1. courteous, polite, hospitable, charming 
a. rude | 
b. polite 
c. angry 


2. dirty, unclean, filthy 
a. soiled 
b. pure 


c. mean 


3. hurry, , quick, fast 
a. Swift 
b.slow 
c.cheerful 


4. ignorance, , foolish 
a. unwise | 
b. smooth 


c. knowledge 


ON 


. huge, 


a. immense 


b. minute 


c. small 


. clever, 


a. smart 
b. dull 
c. useful 


. happy, 


a. famous 
b. strange 
c. amiable 


. Vitus, 


a. ant 
b. germ 


c. insect 


. careless, 
a. foolhardy 
b. cautious 


c. jolly 


10. forbid, 


a. prohibit 
b. allow 


c. abandon 


, large 


, intelligent 


, friendly 


, microbe 


, reckless 


, disallow 


Answers on page 38 


14 SPEAK KIND WORDS AND YOU WILL HEAR KIND ECHOES QUEST 


- ANGUAGE GAMES 


WORD SEARCH 


These words games, too, stimulate your thinking skill and improve 
your vocabulary. Pick the word which does not belong in the group. 
The first one is given as an example. Have fun! 


1. trunk leaves chicken root 11. scarf hat hairclip socks 
Answer:_Chicken Answer: 

2. pedal saddle speak handle 12. ice snow sleet’ sun 
Answer: Answer: 

3. canteen teacher pupil rocket 13. pills medicines drugs desserts 
Answer: Answer: 

4. mouse tea water sugar 14. earth mud _= soil cloud 
Answer: Answer: 

5. thunder lightning rain chain 15. dull shimmer glitter shine 
Answer: Answer: 

6. room bathroom kitchen highway 16. powder paint soap shampoo 
Answer: Answer: 

7. table rice chicken vegetables 17. emerald blood diamond sapphire 
Answer: Answer: 

8. kite elephant bird balloon 18. pomelo football banana _ starfruit 
Answer: Answer: 

9. orchid rose carrot sunflower 19. uncle aunt nephew friend 
Answer: Answer: 

10. rude polite kind courteous 20. envelop diskette mouse monitor 
Answer: Answer: 

QUEST BE KIND TO STRANGERS : ae 15 


- ANGUAGE SKILL 


INCREASE 
= YOUR 


WORD POWER 


Study how each word is used in the sentence. 
Then use the words in sentences of your own. 


1. debris (n): scattered rubbish 
On World Environment Day we cleared the beach of 
debris. 


SHSSHHHSHHAHHHHHOSEHEOHOHHOHOOOOOHHHHHSHOOSHTOHHOHHOOAOOASOSHH OO OOOOE OOOOH LOATH DEOOOE DELS 


2. desolate (a): uninhabited 
The beach looked desolate during the monsoon. 


SPSS HHSOHHOSHHHSHSSHOHEHOHOSOOHOOHSOHSOHHHHEOHSHSEHSOHSOTOHOOOESE OE OOOH OO OBESE ELELOOOLEOELOCE 


3. detect (v): discover 
He detected smoke coming out of the kitchen. 


COSHH CESOHSO EHO HEOHOHOOEHOOEEHOOHEOSO OOOOH OOOH SOE OEE OOO OOOH SESE ESOL O OOO LOSE DESECEEEOESEONS 


4. tantrum (n):childish outburst 
My baby brother always gets into a tantrum when he 
does not get his way . 


SOSSHHHOH OHS HHHHHSSHOSHESHOOHOHHSH SHH OCOSOSOOOSOOOHTECOTOOOS OOO OOESSEOSOOSE EES OOLOSELESEOS 


5. converge (v): move in towards one point 
We had to converge at the jetty to board the ferry. 


SS SSHSHOHHOOHEO OHHH HOO HHH HOO HOE ETHOS OTOH OOOOH OSHC OTH OOO EOD OOOO OO EEOC OCO SEO OOO OOOOOSOOO® 


6. appalling (a): shocking 
The squatters live in appalling conditions. 


SHFSHSHSSHSHOHSHHOHOHOOHHHHHHSHHOSOHOHOTOEHOHHHOTOOOOESEEOEEHOSHOOOHTOO OOOO EEOOE EHO OOOO OODZOOEOS 


7. allergic (a): sensitive 
I avoid prawns as I am allergic to them. 


SSSCHHSHECSHHSSHSESEHSHHOHHHOOOHHHSOHEOSOHHOHOEOHE SHEESH TOOOHTOHOOOOOE OOO SOOO OEE SO OOOO OOSEOE 


8. atop (prep): on top of 
You can get a good view of Taiping atop Bukit Larut. 


SHSSHHSHOHHHSHHOHSHHHSHSHHOHOHOSSSOSSEOHOHOHHOOHOOEOHOOSOOHOOHH ESOT OOESOOEESSOOLESEOCOOEOE® 


9. scorch (v): burn surface 
He scorched his finger when he touched the hot kettle. 


PHHSHSHOHHSHSEHEESESHSSHOSEHSEHOEHESEAECHSOHOSH HOE HOESHOOSOOESOHOSEOEEESCOESOSEHEOOSEEOOS OOS OLOSSESOSOC®S 


10. trivial (n): unimportant 
Don’t waste time worrying over trivial matters. 


SOSH HHHH LESSEE AHEHOHHTHHHOHEOHOHOHSOOHESHHOHHHAROSCHSEEOOOSSOOOSO OOO OOOO OCO ESOS HOSES ECO OOEOOS 


1 


— 


. thicket (n): dense mass of bush or trees 
The police found the body of the missing man in a 
thicket. 


SCOTCH OOHOHOSHOSEOHHHOHOHOHEOOEHOHOTHOH HH HS OOOOH OTOH ECO OEO OOOO OOO ODOC OO OOO OO DESEO CO ODOEES 


12. receipt (n): written acknowledgement . 
You must ask for a receipt when you buy things at the 
supermarket. 


SHOHSHSOHOSHHOSHOHOHOHHOHSHHHSHSOHHSHHHHOHHOOTHHHHOSEHHEHOSOHECOEEOOHSEOHOSLOECE OOOOH ORESEDOOLEOEEEOS 


13. recital (n): musical performance 
There is a piano recital at the City Hall tonight. 


SPOHSHHHSHHSEHEHOHHHHOHHHHOHHOSHHOHOHHOHOHHTDOHOOHOSEH OSS ODEO OOOH OOCOOOOEOSED OOOO SOOOOEOEEOEO 


14. seemingly (adv): apparently 
The boat sunk in seemingly calm waters. 


SHS HHHHSOHHHHHHSSHHHSOHOHOHHHHHHHOHHSESHEEOHOHOEEOSSHOOEOOOO HOHE OOOO OS OOOO OOS OSE OOODEOEOLE®S 


15. reverently (adv): with deep respect 
On Hari Raya morning children reverently ask for 
forgiveness and blessings from their parents. 


SPHSSHHOSOCHEOHHHSOHOTOHHOOHHHTOTHSHTEHTHSHFHSHSCOOEETETOHOTOOCOOEOCOCHOOOOEE OSE SOLOS OOOSESEE00 


16. reverberate(v): echo back 
You can hear the sounds of the rebana ubi reverberate 
several miles away during the Rebana Festival. 


SPSS HHOSHEHHHOHHOHSHOHHOHHHOHHOOHEHOSEMOSOOOOEOSOOOOOHTEEEOOOEOOOOO OOOO EOESOOOESOSOOS 


17. sour (adj): acidic-tasting 
Some of these mangoes taste sour. 


SPHSHSHSSOSHHHHOHSHOSSHHHSHOHHSSHHOHSHSOHOHOHSHECOHOHSOOHOOCHOHOHEOTESOESOLEOSOOESOSSOS SOR OO EOOLEODOOS 


18. stampede (n):sudden rush of people 
Many people were injured during the football game when 
the roof of the stadium collapsed and caused a stampede. 


SSHSHSHHHHHSHSHSHHHHSHHHOHHSHOHHOHHHHHOHHHOHHOHSHHSHOHOHEHOSSOOESOOOOEHOOOCOCOEOOOOLOSEEESESSESOCOOS 


19. shelter (n): place of safety 
The cyclists took shelter under a bridge during the storm. 


SHHSHOHHHHHHOHHOHEHHHSHASHSHSHOOHOHHEHOHOECOHOHSHHESOHOCOHHOSHOHOOOEHOOHOSOSOOOCOOEOOOOEOESESDOSODELO® 


20. entrepreneur (n):businessman 
I want to be an entrepreneur when I leave school. 


SPSS HHSSSSHOHHOSHHSHHHOHSHHOOHHHSHSHHOHHESHHHHOHOOHHHEHOHSOHHOETOSORSESECOOTOTEOECSEEOCOHSOOOEOSOOS 


Boy: Teacher, I can’t do my sums. My pen has run out. 


Teacher: Then run after it. 


Boy: Teacher, I can’t do my sums. Will you help me out? 


Teacher: Sure, which door did you come in? 


Teacher: Min, why are you crawling into the class 10 
minutes late? 
Min: Teacher, you told me ‘Never walk into my class 


late’. 


Teacher: Joe, what do you call the outside of a tree? 
Joe: Don’t know, teacher. 
Teacher: Bark, Joe, bark. 


Joe: Woof, woof. 


Doctor: Your lungs are in a bad condition. The best 
thing you can do for yourself is to give up smoking. 

Patient: 1 don’t deserve the best thing, doctor. What is 
the next best thing? 


Father: Amir, how was your exam? 


Amir: Okay, Dad but the answers were a problem. 


Reporter: You cloned an elephant with a goldfish. 
What was the result? 


Scientist: A swimming trunk. 


Q:What’s black when it’s clean and white when it’s 
dirty? 
A: A blackboard. 


Q: What do computers eat? 
A: Silly cone chips. 


Lady: I bet you get many doors slammed in your face. 
Salesman: No, maam. My face has always been like 
this. 


QUEST 


RN 


Q: What did the tree say to woodpecker? 
A: You bore me to death. 


Waiter: Here’s your sausage, sir. 
Customer: That’s not a sausage. That’s an unidentified 


frying object. 


Boy: Why is Lord of the Rings so engrossing? 


A: Because it is hobbit forming. 


Police: We are looking for a man with one eye called 
Abdul. 
Gangster: What’s his other eye called? 


Traffic Police: Sir, you are driving the wrong way up 
a one-way street. 


Driver: But I was only going one way. 


SOMETHING TO DO 


Make bookmarks using old greeting cards. Write a 
quote on each. Give them to your friends. The funny 
quotes will make them laugh! 


* Tused to have an open mind but my brains kept 
falling out. 


A conclusion is the place where you got tired 
of thinking. 


To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism; to 
steal from many is research. 


For every action, there is an equal and opposite 
criticism. 


A conscience is what hurts when all your other 
parts feel so good. 
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TUDY SKILL 


By ELINA KAMARUZZAMAN 


on This is the bottom line about teachers and 
t . educators — some will go all out to make sure 
} you know your work and some can be apathetic 
towards their students. I have had teachers who stayed 
back after school and sacrificed recess to explain a 
concept so difficult to me and I have also had teachers 
who would give the cold shoulder when I asked for 
help. I have had educators who knew their principles 
like the back of their hands and I have had educators 
who did not have a clue what they were teaching. Some 
have praised me and some have humiliated me. Some 
were so dedicated that I still keep in touch with them 
and some I have totally forgotten for the obvious 
reasons. 

Take it from me, someone who has four teachers 
in the family, been through school, locally and 
overseas, university and postgraduate studies. Some 
teachers are good, some are average and some are, well, 
not so good. Teachers are human, just like us. They 
have their good days and their bad days. They have 
days when they give you tons of work and sometimes 
they just give you a free period. Some of them like 
being a teacher, some of them don't. Just like you, 
sometimes you like school, sometimes you don't. 

Sometimes you like the subjects you have to 
take, sometimes you don't. Teachers too, sometimes 
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are given subjects that they are not so inclined to, but 
it is out of their control to choose, just like you. Later 
in life, you may find that your career options are limited 
and you choose the next best occupation. Some of you 
will be so lucky to end up with a job of your dreams. 
Well, the same with teachers, they went through the 
motions and they are where they are now, for numerous 
reasons. 

Yes, we all have great expectations from 
teachers. You expect them to be fun interesting, 
inspiring and to ensure you get As for exams. But let's 
give them a break, let's not complain about their 
shortcomings too much. Let's be more understanding 
towards teachers. Let's see how you can make the most 
out of your teachers. 


Greet your teacher sincerely 

Some students have this habit of greeting their teacher 
insincerely. I mean, how would you feel if someone 
said ‘Hi!’ to you and you know they just did not mean 
it. When your teacher goes to class, get up immediately 
and greet her with more heartfelt warmth and 
enthusiasm. If you make it a point to make someone 
feel good, the same will come back to you. And for 
heaven's sake, smile at teachers! 


Be cooperative in class 

Anticipate what will be learnt in class. Do your reading 
before hand. So, when teachers pose you questions in 
class put your up hand and answer. Stop this notion 
that you are showing off, unless you are! It is very 
frustrating for teachers to question his students and 
get an unresponsive class. If you were a teacher, you 
would get fed up after awhile and be as boring as your 
own students. It is a two-way street in class, if you 
respond positively in class, your teacher will be 
motivated to teach. Students often feel that it is teachers 
that ought to create the condition for enthusiasm. Well, 
folks, it is both your responsibilities and bear in mind, 
there is one of him and about forty of you! 


Pay attention! 

It is tough paying attention to the teacher when the 
subject is tough or boring to you. Or when you have 
teachers who do not know how to make the subject 


_ QUEST 


rN G iS) interesting. Well, sorry, people, just pay 
| oyu attention and get rid of those horror novels 
Si 

>7<_ > on your laps! It is painfulfor a teacher 
when the students don't pay attention. 
Sometimes, even they know the subject is dry and 
complicated. Just put yourself in his shoes. There are 
forty students in front of him and he has to simplify a 
difficult concept to suit each and every one of your 
different structured minds, not to mention ones varied 
attitudes! Now, that can be quite daunting, : 
don't you think? So, pay attention. If you % 
are sleepy, excuse yourself and wash , 
your face to perk yourself up! Stop 
making excuses! 


Approach your teachers for help 

More often then not, teachers are always willing to 
help. It is whether we want to approach them or not. 
Check out when their free periods are, or when the 
lesson is about to end ask your teacher about the 
possibility of consulting her. Try to be understanding 
with her time because a teacher’s workload is 
tremendous. When you see her, state exactly what you 
don't understand or need to clarify. It could be a formula 
that you can't figure out or past years’ questions you 
can't seem to solve. Show her the methods you have 
tried. If you go to her without trying, it's obvious that 
you have not made the effort yourself. 

Now there are some teachers whom you feel 
cannot explain things properly, but give them a chance. 
If all else fails, then ask your parents, tuition teacher 
or a friend. Remember, sometimes, you must make an 
effort to seek other alternatives. 

But for some of us, we just don't like the teachers 
and refuse to ask help from them. My advise top you 
is - be objective! So what if she has a squeaky voice or 
stammers. If she can drum some useful information 
into your head, then she is doing her job. 


Do your homework 

There is no point complaining about a teacher when 
she gives you homework and you just don't do it. At 
the same time, don't wait for her to give you 
assignments. Seek problems to solve during your spare 


QUEST 


SUCCEEDING IS NO HAR 


time. Start revising way before an exam or before being 
told that there is a test 


Help your teachers when you can 
When I go to schools for workshop sessions, I often 
see teachers carrying heavy books and materials. What 
was missing from the picture was students who would 
naturally offer to help. Nowadays, it seems, if you 
appear too nice to a teacher, it would seem uncool or 
that you are trying to be teacher’s pet. Put aside all 
those negative thoughts. Be nice and just lend a hand. 
Don't leave everything to the prefects as they are 
already bogged down with so much work. ove To. 
After all, carrying stuff and climbing stairs awe 
would give you some good exercise. 


Teachers are supervisors 
One of my students complained that his teacher hardly 
does anything for the society she is in-charge of. The 
teacher would leave the students to their own devices 
during extra-curricular sessions. Well, good for you! 
If you are given the opportunity to run the society 
yourselves, all the better! This will give you the chance 
to use your leadership qualities. You will be able to 
plan, delegate and execute your tasks without the 
having an adult breathing down your neck. You see, 
where extra-curricular activities are concerned, 
teachers are meant to supervise, not hold your hand 
throughout the year. Don't blame them totally if they 
don't give you ideas. This is the time for you to be 
resourceful and creative. If you have a problem, go to 
your teacher with various solutions to the issue and 
don't expect them to solve the problem. 

Remember, as a student, it does not mean that 
you should be on the receiving end all the time. A 
teacher and student relationship is about give and take 
and being responsive. Of course, if there are cases of 
abuse by a teacher, you should inform your parents or 
the counsellor straight away. Let's be more pene 
towards teachers — I assure you it is # ci, 
hard work! So, reach out to your f *-.yO%eerzeeananl” 
teacher, for help and advice. a ee fl 
That's what there are there for. 


Se 


POTLIGHT 


O PEACE i 


Bombs kill millions 


* The peace monument’s epitaph 
in Hiroshima, Japan where the 
world’s first atomic bomb 
» dropped in August during the 


ceonid World War, says ‘Let all the souls here 


rest in peace, for we shall not repeat the evil’. In 
that war more than 55 million people around the 
world died. 

The problem of war has been with us for 
centuries. After each war, new generations of 
children grow up to take the place. Wars continue. 
In different parts of the world conflicts present 
huge obstacles to achieving peace in the world. 
War is the most awful disaster in the world. Guns 
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HONESTY IS THE BEST POLICY 


and bombs turn peaceful lands into endless 
graveyards. 

Self-interest is at the bottom of every war. 
The greed to grab more boundaries of another 
territory, to colonise, to dominate, to claim 
patriotic feeling as well as to make money out of 
selling arms to an already impoverished country, 
are just some of the reasons for war. We say we 
want global peace yet we spend billions of dollars 
on weapons. Peace does not come with spending 
money on destructive weapons. 

Peace may be realised men and women are 
equal, for the simple reason that women do not 
like war. No mother who has cared for her son for 


QUEST 


| S POTLICH? : . —_ 


twenty years would want to allow him to go to the 
battlefield. No wife would want to mourn the death 
of her husband in a battlefield. 

We also fight because we are not united. We 
are not united because from an early age we allow 
our differences about people’s race, colour, 
religion, nationality come between us. Do you look 
down on a Bangladeshi worker or your Indonesian 
maid just because they look, think and behave 
differently? Do you keep away from some of your 
classmates just because they wear different 
clothes, have different skin colour and practise 
different religion? Do you mix only with those 
who are wealthy? 

If you do, it is because of prejudice. 
Prejudices are the causes of conflicts. There are 
prejudices of all kinds — race, class, color, religion, 
nation, sex and wealth. You can say you want 
peace, yet feel hostile towards those who are 
different from you. You should not allow 
differences become barriers between yourself. 

If we want peace we need to be friendly 
towards everyone — irrespective of their religion, 
race and so on. We should make every effort to 
bring them into a circle of unity. Get to know 
students of other races. Be glad to be among 
students of other races. A garden looks nice when 
there are flowers of different colours and 
fragrance. Although different, each flower is 
refreshed by the same sun and the same rain. This 
is also true of people. When you set your heart 
towards being friendly with everyone, peace will 
follow. 

Start with bringing unity in your family. 
Then widen the circle, with your neighbours, your 
school, other schools and so on. 


QUEST 


Something To Discuss 


1. You know about the conflict going on 
between Pakistan and India. What factors 
triggered off the conflict between the two 
nations? These two have developed 
nuclear bombs. Why is important that 
these two nations settle their problems, 

soon? 


. The United Nations estimates that more 
than 300,000 children under the age of 
18 are fighting worldwide. Why are 
children being dragged into wars made 
by adults? 


. To help established international peace 
the United Nations was formed soon after 
the war in 1945. Other organisations have 
also been formed in the hope of 
establishing peace. Are they succeeding 
in stopping wars? 


. Why do you think people often fear what 
is different? 


. Select a race different from yours. Prepare 
a poster that could be used to promote 
cultural understanding about that race. 
Get other students to present their 
selections. What are the similarities and 
differences between these races? Is 
knowing both the similarities and 
differences among countries effective in 
celebrating world diversity and achieving 
peace through education? Discuss. 


THE FINEST ELOQUENCE IS THAT WHICH GETS THINGS DONE 21 


» 
- ROFILE~ 


Kofi Annan is the Secretary-General of the United Nations (UN). 
Last year, on October 12, Annan and the UN were jointly awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize. The Nobel Prizes, created by Alfred Nobel, 
a Swedish inventor, are awarded yearly to people whose work in 
medicine, physics, chemistry, economics and peace promotes ‘the 


greatest benefit on mankind’. 


Kofi Annan 


ofi Annan embodied the 
principles that Nobel Peace 
Prize seeks. His quest for 
peace in today’s troubled 
times has not been easy but he has shown 
lots of determination to achieve it through 
patience, diplomacy, quiet strength and 
determination. 

Kofi Atta Annan was born in Kumasi, 
Ghana, on April 8, 1938. His father was 
the governor of Ashanti Province in 
Ghana and a chief of a tribe in Ghana. 
- Annan had his higher education at the 
University of Science and Technology in 
Ghana. 

In 1959, he went to the United States 
where he studied at Macalester College 
in Minnesota. He excelled in giving 
speeches and became a state champion 
orator. He was also a member of the track 
team and the president of the 
Cosmopolitan Club, which promoted 
friendship between United States and 
international students. 

At age 23, Annan graduated with a 
degree in economics. Then he went to 
Switzerland where he pursued a master’s 
degree at the Institut des Hautes Etudes 
Internationals in Geneva. 

In 1962, he took the position of 
budget officer at the World Health 
Organization, a branch of the United 
Nations. For about 30 years Kofi Annan 
worked for the UN in places such 
Geneva, New York and Ethiopia. 

He finally reached UN’s high-profile 
peacekeeping operations in 1990. By 
March 1993, he was under secretary 
general of peacekeeping, overseeing a 
$3.5 million budget and 17 military 
operations. He was vocal in making his 
dissatisfaction about the international 
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community lack of interest in stopping 
the killing in Somalia and the genocide 
in Rwanda in 1993 and 1994, 
respectively. 

In the early 1990s he negotiated the 
release of Western hostages in Iraq and 
the safe transport of a half-million Asian 
workers who had become stranded in that 
area. He also acted as the mediator of the 
four powers — the United States, Britain, 
France and Russia — who had intervened 
in Bosnia. 

He was frustrated with governments 
that were unwilling to give military and 
financial support to the Security 
Council’s peacekeeping resolutions. He 
made this known at a press conference 
in March 1994 when he said, 
‘Peacekeeping is always cheaper than 
war.’ 

Kofi soon began to get a lot of 
attention for his determination in seeking 
peaceful solutions to conflicts. By 1996, 
this determination caught the attention of 
the UN Security Council, which was 
looking for someone to replace UN 
Secretary General Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali, an Egyptian. 

It was no surprise that Annan won the 
majority of support. On December 17, 
1996 Kofi Annan was appointed 
Secretary General. It was the highest 
position in the United Nations. He also 
made history by becoming the first 
African Secretary General of the United 
Nations. 

During his first term as Secretary 
General, he reorganised the United 
Nations’ 50,000 workers and 30 agencies 
worldwide. Then he pushed for the 
United States to clear its debts with the 
United Nations. He urged patience when 


ITSELF AN EDUCATION 


dealing with global conflicts. People 
remarked on his diplomatic skills and 
extraordinary personal qualities. He has 
the wonderful quality of strength and 
quiet dignity,’ said Richard Holbrooke, 
a former US ambassador to the United 
Nations and a long-time friend of Annan. 
‘He’s gentle and unassuming. Yet he has 
great power and stature,’ said Holbrook. 

When Annan and the United Nations 
were jointly awarded the 2001 Nobel 
Peace Prize on October 12, 2001, he said 
the timing could not be better for the 
organisation. He said UN has had to re- 
double efforts in the Middle East conflict. 

Annan is married to Nane Lagergren, 
a Swedish lawyer. He has two children 
from his first marriage to a Nigerian 
woman that ended in divorce. Lagergren 
has a daughter from her previous 
marriage. Annan and Lagergren live in 
Manhattan, United States. 


Something To Think About 


. What qualities did Kofi Annan 
have? 

. Why do you think the Nobel 
Prize was awarded jointly to the 
United Nations and its Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan? 

. Who was Alfred Nobel? What is 
the purpose of the Nobel Prize? 
In the last issue of QUEST, a 
mathematical genius won a 
Nobel Prize. Why? What were 
his accomplishments? Compare 
Kofi Annan contributions to 
mankind with that of John Nash. 


QUEST 


HORT STORY © 


This story was written by 
Hans Christian Anderson in 
1840. Yet the lesson in the 
story is the same today as it 
was more than 100 years 


The 
Wicked 
Prince 


ere lived once upon a time a 

wicked prince whose heart and 

mind were set upon conquering 

all the countries of the world, 
and on frightening the people; he devastated 
their countries with fire and sword, and his 
soldiers trod down the crops in the fields 
and destroyed the peasants’ huts by fire, so 
that the flames licked the green leaves off 
the branches, and the fruit hung dried up 
on the singed black trees. Many a poor 
mother fled, her naked baby in her arms, 
behind the still smoking walls of her 
cottage; but also there the soldiers followed 
her, and when they found her, she served 
as new nourishment to their diabolical 
enjoyments; demons could not possibly 
have done worse things than these soldiers! 
The prince was of opinion that all this was 
right, and that it was only the natural course 
which things ought to take. His power 
increased day by day, his name was feared 
by all, and fortune favoured his deeds. 

He brought enormous wealth home 
from the conquered towns, and gradually 
accumulated in his residence riches which 
could nowhere be equalled. He erected 
magnificent palaces, churches, and halls, 
and all who saw these splendid buildings 
and great treasures exclaimed admiringly: 
‘What a mighty prince!” But they did not 
know what endless misery he had brought 
upon other countries, nor did they hear the 
sighs and lamentations which rose up from 
the débris of the destroyed cities. 


QUEST 


The prince often looked with delight 
upon his gold and his magnificent edifices, 
and thought, like the crowd: “What a 
mighty prince! But I must have more — 
much more. No power on earth must equal 
mine, far less exceed it.” 

He made war with all his neighbours, 
and defeated them. The conquered kings 
were chained up with golden fetters to his 
chariot when he drove through the streets 
of his city. These kings had to kneel at his 
and his courtiers’ feet when they sat at table, 
and live on the morsels which they left. At 
last the prince had his own statue erected 
on the public places and fixed on the royal 
palaces; nay, he even wished it to be placed 
in the churches, on the altars, but in this 
the priests opposed him, saying: “Prince, 
you are mighty indeed, but God’s power is 
much greater than yours; we dare not obey 
your orders.” 

“Well,” said the prince. “Then I will 
conquer God too.” And in his haughtiness 
and foolish presumption he ordered a 
magnificent ship to be constructed, with 
which he could sail through the air; it was 
gorgeously fitted out and of many colours; 
like the tail of a peacock, it was covered 
with thousands of eyes, but each eye was 
the barrel of a gun. The prince sat in the 
centre of the ship, and had only to touch a 
spring in order to make thousands of bullets 
fly out in all directions, while the guns were 
at once loaded again. Hundreds of eagles 
were attached to this ship, and it rose with 
the swiftness of an arrow up towards the 
sun. The earth was soon left far below, and 
looked, with its mountains and woods, like 
a cornfield where the plough had made 
furrows which separated green meadows; 
soon it looked only like a map with 
indistinct lines upon it; and at last it entirely 
disappeared in mist and clouds. Higher and 
higher rose the eagles up into the air; then 
God sent one of his numberless angels 
against the ship. The wicked prince 
showered thousands of bullets upon him, 
but they rebounded from his shining wings 
and fell down like ordinary hailstones. One 
drop of blood, one single drop, came out 
of the white feathers of the angel’s wings 
and fell upon the ship in which the prince 
sat, burnt into it, and weighed upon it like 
thousands of hundred weights, dragging it 
rapidly down to the earth again; the strong 
wings of the eagles gave way, the wind 


roared round the prince’s head, and the 
clouds around — were they formed by the 
smoke rising up from the burnt cities? — 
took strange shapes, like crabs many, many 
miles long, which stretched their claws out 
after him, and rose up like enormous rocks, 
from which rolling masses dashed down, 
and became fire-spitting dragons. 

The prince was lying half-dead in his 
ship, when it sank at last with a terrible 
shock into the branches of a large tree in 
the wood. 

“T will conquer God!” said the prince. 
“T have sworn it: my will must be done!” 

And he spent seven years in the 
construction of wonderful ships to sail 
through the air, and had darts cast from the 
hardest steel to break the walls of heaven 
with. He gathered warriors from all 
countries, so many that when they were 
placed side by side they covered the space 
of several miles. They entered the ships and 
the prince was approaching his own, when 
God sent a swarm of gnats — one swarm of 
little gnats. They buzzed round the prince 
and stung his face and hands; angrily he 
drew his sword and brandished it, but he 
only touched the air and did not hit the 
gnats. Then he ordered his servants to bring 
costly coverings and wrap him in them, that 
the gnats might no longer be able to reach 
him. The servants carried out his orders, 
but one single gnat had placed itself inside 
one of the coverings, crept into the prince’s 
ear and stung him. The place burnt like fire, 
and the poison entered into his blood. Mad 
with pain, he tore off the coverings and his 
clothes too, flinging them far away, and 
danced about before the eyes of his 
ferocious soldiers, who now mocked at 
him, the mad prince, who wished to make 
war with God, and was overcome by a 
single little gnat. 


Something To Think About 


The wicked prince was greedy, 
selfish, proud, cruel and uncaring. 
He also thought he can be greater 
than God. Pick out the sentences 
that indicates his wickedness. 
For all his might he was brought 
down by an insect that’s smaller 
than the size of a mosquito. What 
do you learn by that? 
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ONTESTS 


TARGET 


Each square contains a letter. All you have to do is to form 
as many words as you can using the letters in the squares. 


Read the rules below carefully before you start. FOR READERS BELOW 
11 YEARS! 


Look at the picture. Think of 
something funny to write about 
the picture. 


RULES 


1. Every word you form must make use of the letter 


2. Words must be made up of THREE or more letters. 

3. Proper nouns, slang words, abbreviations and plural 
words are not allowed. 

4. YOU CANNOT REPEAT THE SAME LETTER 
TWICE in a word. 

5. YOU CANNOT REPEAT THE SAME WORD 
TWICE. 

6. Finally, every entry must contain ONE word formed 
from all the nine letters in the squares. 

7. Write down all the words on a sheet of paper. Write 
clearly. 

8. All entries must be necommanied by the contest 
coupon provided in page 25. 


his contest is open to those below 11 years. Cut the 
coupon and send it together with your big brother's or 

sister's entry. 
If you are sending your entry on your own,write 


PRIZES your name and address on the coupon on page 25 and send 
1. FIVE winners with the most number of correctly- | jt to the address on Page 25. 


formed words will EACH receive A MYSTERY 
PRIZE WORTH RM10.00 
2. A FREE copy of QUEST will be sent to TEN others PRIZES 


with the most number of correctly-formed words in 
each descending order of merit. THREE lucky winners picked after the closing date 


will receive FUN STICKERS. 


24 CONTESTS’ CLOSING DATE: 10 SEPTEMBER 2002 QUEST 


- ONTESTS 


EXCITING MYSTERY 
PRIZES TO BE WON!! 


QUEST 
CROSSWORD 


H= is a crossword for you to solve. FIVE all 
correct entries will EACH receive A MYSTERY 
PRIZE WORTH RM10.00. TEN others win each 
receive A FREE COPY of QUEST. 


ACROSS DOWN 
1, Where you take a bus 2. Juice of plants (3) 
(3,4) 3. To throw up in the air (4) 
S ah OP 4 aeducatitetani 
7. Title of canonised 5. Takes part in (7) 
person (5) 6. Set of dishes (7) 
8. Uncommon (4) 9. Exhibition of skill by cowboys (5) 


10. Short for Stanley (4) 44 
12. Country of Asia (5) 
14. Crime (7) 


. Young cow (4) 
13. Females of domestic fowl and 
others (3) 


HOW TO ENTER THE CONTESTS _ 


Write the names of the contests you are entering. Then fill 
in CLEARLY your name, home address, date of birth and 
the school you go to on your contest coupon. 


Pin your CONTEST COUPON TOGETHER with ALL 
YOUR CONTEST ENTRIES. Post your entries to: 


QUEST PUBLICATIONS 

(CONTESTS DEPARTMENT) 

P.O. BOX 8436 

KELANA JAYA POST OFFICE 

46790 PETALING JAYA, SELANGOR 


}CONTESTS IN THIS ISSUE CLOSE ON 10 SEPT 2002 


Ye PRIN daha areseena coud deinosncedbecaons gare auseaanaiceee: Boy/Girl | 
| BA pocerlaceceveeveitbecsansotstaaes Date of Birth: ......000. co. | 
| BC OO sy casteetcescnsasiesereecasaneiec senescence Form: ........ | 
| Home Address: ......c.ccccscssssescsscsesesssesessssscsecsssssssscssensees 
Datei sieepaen pst geaeseaese queneceee | 
| 
| POSS a isc spisaiesorirstereactenssecenei acs eadatassauiceaeensanterenesites | 
Ls 
i NGI Scie dicfeusautteprenpewiansssaawesmecteiane: Boy/Girl ......... eee . 
| Date of Birth: 0... ccccsscsesscssscsessssesesscscsssessceeasece | 
| POT Sse sine scratcectd sep cansicueagoecstninUeauetesteannetecoaenineretsecteec | 
| aictemaodabodekiyvbsentae sa esiepsaitscnsrsdthbesacdocensetaseeideighsabedeecsetankidis 
| FROME OCICS SS waceidonsincgsestenaivosssuntenecimendtadeddassexadovensenncsed | 
| ccsessssesstessssssssssseesssesssensanssssssscensonseseneeesnssssssscseeneensenssssesey | 
E esreegpeete ieee pase tasted ere eeeiye esate | 
Bie, sea tens Sige: min sce gies cl enna cote cin lane aed I 
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CONTEST WINNERS 


* * x Of QUEST 52 « x x 


WORD TARGET 


The FIVE winners who will each receive 
a YEAR’S SUBSCRIPTION OF QUEST 
are: 


1. Emmerline Shelda Siaw 
SMS Kuching, Sarawak 
2. Low Hui Shan 
New Era College, Selangor 
3. Cheong Kwai Fong 
New Era College, Selangor 
4. Vijayamalini Sathasivam 
SMK Infant Jesus Convent, Melaka 
5. Tamilarasi Marimuthu 
SMK Convent, Sitiawan, Perak 


The TEN winners who will each receive 
a COPY OF QUEST are: 


1. Seow Lian Yi 
New Era College, Selangor 


2. Chong Wen Jia 
New Era College, Selangor 


3. Mohd Naim Khan 
SAM Batu 10, Selangor 


4. Ng Chiew Sien 
SMK Yu Hua, Kajang, Selangor 


5. Shobana Nair 
SM Convent, Ipoh, Perak 


6. Kokilah Kanniappan 
SMKA Sultan Abdul Jalil, Kluang, Johor 


7. Tay Shian Nee 
SMK Tenang, Labis, Johor 


8. Nik Noor Azuani bt Raja Seman 
SMU(A) Maahad Muhamad, K’tan 


9. Fatimah Suhasliza A Rahman 
SMK Sultan Sulaiman, T’ gganu 


10. Pee Su Li 
SM Stella Maris, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah 


WRITE 
SOMETHING 


FUNNY 


Fun stickers go to: 
Rene Yap Ai Ping 
SJK Chung Hua, Sg Lubak, 
Sarawak 


CONGRATULATIONS 


to 
all winners! 


To those of you who 
tried but did not win a 
prize, remember your 

answers were good, 

too. There were just 
too many entries and 
only a few lucky 
winners could be 
selected. Thank you 
for your participation. 
You did well. Do try 
again, okay? Who 
knows, you may win 
the next time! 


CROSSWORD 


Note: There was a mistake with Clue 
Number 16. No marks were deducted, 


though. 
The answers are: 
ACROSS DOWN 
1. APRON 1. ALICE 
3. WIN 2. NEED 
5. ERR 3. WRONG 
6. IMAGE 4. NAG 
7. DINE 8. PUPIL 
10. HUNT 9. OCEAN 
13. APPLE 11. TALE 
14. ILL 12. VAN 
15. NIL 

LEARN 


The FIVE winners who will each 
receive a YEAR’S SUBSCRIPTION 
OF QUEST are: 
1. Sim Hong Guan 

SMK Munshi Ibrahim, Labis, Johor 
2. Timothy Lu 
Sabah Tshung Tsin Secondary 
School, Sabah 
Victoria Thiruchelvam 
SMK Datuk Mansor, NS 
Wong Sze Yan 
SMK Yu Hua Kajang, Selangor 
5. Ng Yoke Sim 

SMJK Yu Hua Kajang, Selangor 


= 


- 


The TEN winners who will each receive 
a COPY OF QUEST are: 
1. Tiu Kai Soon 
New Era College, Selangor 
2. Iruthaya Mary 
SM Convent Kajang, Selangor 
3. Sharifah Sofia 
SMK Subang Utama, Selangor 
Hoh Li Ling 
SMK Abu Bakar, Temerloh, Pahang 
Shobana Nair 
SM Convent, Ipoh, Perak 
6. Navin Kumar J 
Kolej Sultan Abdul Hamid, Kedah 
7. Raam Kumar R 
SMK Tenang,Labis, Johor 
8. Kong Huey Teing 
SMK KKB, Selangor 
9. Ong Yoke Lin 
SMK Yu Hua, Selangor 
10. Safwan Azri 
SMK USJ 4, Selangor 


-~ 


QUEST 


. 


Two mothers and two daughters at a fun-fair wanted to buy 
ice cream. Each ice-cream cone cost RM1.30. They had 
RM4.00. Yet each one had an ice-cream. Can you explain 
how all of them managed to get an ice-cream cone each? 


C0 wasnt erence recon eersee stapes waa tes ents oaes scaneeceeescenneeeeeeneas! 
What word contains three E’s but only one letter? 
PTV rigs gasps canna eae osatarsoaptasacctenecesatecechencetessunaeganbeesecesnicees: 


What is greater than God 
More evil than the devil 

The rich don’t want it 

The poor have it 

and if you eat it, you will die? 


PN as ccssevcabassausessenaic becesre os nacndivceatectctindawehdacwendnnaaauabveesheiss 


Tear one off 
Scratch my head 
What now is black 
Once was red. 
What is it? 


PUES ON as ceetctsep sven apuisisciice ewace daenedeasuasuecsendacbeceusnnncaeseeciess 
What room has no doors, no walls and no floors? 
PN asa es psreses ce noes nspaestun aes sh neces 


Mr Maniam needed tidbits for his students going on a trip. 
He bought 9 boxes of granola bars containing a total of 88 
bars. He wanted variety. So he purchased 3 different flavors, 
which came from three different companies. The almond bars 
were packaged 8 to a box. The chocolate chip bars came 10 
to a box. The raisin nut bars were 12 per box. Mr Maniam 
bought the most boxes of almond bars but had the most raisin 
nut bars. How many boxes of each flavor did he buy? 


PSO cairns sc suscikas acces acento npehewitees oso ta ote ieee cesses teaddecdeaneees 


ANSWERS 
See upside down. 


"sIeq JNU UISTeI JO saxoq 
¢ pure ‘sieq drys ayepoooyo 
Jo soxog Z ‘seq puoUT|e Jo 
Soxog p YSnog Weiuepy A 


‘Wwoolysnu y ° 
yoreur vy 


SUIYION ° 

‘adoyaAua UY ° 

‘Iovysnep & pue JoyjOU pue 
JOYJOUIPULIS B SEM IOUT, * 


QUEST _ IMAGINATION WILL OFTEN CARRY US TO WORLDS THAT NEVER WERE. 
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ENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ 


What is a persimmon? 


What is the old capital of Perak? 


sign ORB, 


Where is the Rejang River? 


What is the capital of Korea? 


What is a skyscraper? 


What is acupuncture? 


What is a cavity? 


Who are the Beatles? 


. Where are the Gomantang Caves? 


. What Malaysian state is known as the Land Below the Wind? 


. If you ‘let off the steam’ what are you doing? 


. If you have a migraine which part of your body is affected? 


. If the plural of box is boxes what is the plural of ox? 


. If I ‘give you the boot’ what would I be doing? 


. Where are the Pyramids? 


. Where would you use a baht? 


. What is a geyser? 


. Which planet is often called the Evening Star? 


. Where are the Niagara Falls? 


| CHARACTER EQUALS DESTINY 


Check your answers 


here. 


. a fruit 

. Taiping 

. Sarawak 

. Gunung Jerai 

. Seoul 

. A tall building 

. aChinese form of treatment 


of ailments 


. ahole 


. afamous British pop group 
in the sixties 

. Sabah 

. Sabah 

. expressing anger 

. head 


. oxen 

. sack me 

. Egypt 

. Thailand 

. A spray shooting in the air 
. Venus 

. USA/Canada border 


QUEST 


EEN HEALTH 


> eenagers! Unpredictable! Rebellious! 
Rude! Crazy! What’s got into them? Why 
do they act like that? Do you hear remarks 
like that? Well, take comfort in the 
reenches of US and Canadian scientists which states 
the root of teen tantrums could be buried deep in their 
brains. During the teenage years, the brain changes 
rapidly and that’s the reason for the way teenagers act 
that way. Sounds good? Read on. 

It used to be thought that the most important 
time in brain development occurred during the first 
few years of life, an assumption that prompted many 


parents to stimulate newborns with classical music or: 


alphabet flash cards. It turns out that a child’s brain is 
still developing way into puberty. 

Scientists studying teenagers reveal that the 
teenage brain changes very dramatically during 
adolescence. The construction of your brain during 
adolescence is characterised by rapid mood swings, 
poor self control and raging hormones. Just as a teen 
is all arms and legs one day and all nose and ears the 
next, different regions of his or her brain also have an 
awkward sense of timing, with neural growth spurts 
that seem to coincide with important leaps in learning 
ability. 


QUEST 


The scientists used sophisticated brain-mapping 
technology to make the startling discovery. They say 
the adolescent brain isn’t as fully developed as scientist 
had previously thought. They say that there are three 
major periods of brain growth. The first occurs between 
the ages of three and six. When you between this age, 
there were tremendous growth in the front of the brain. 
The front of the brain are responsible for things like 
planning, organisation, inhibiting inappropriate 
responses, controlling emotions. 

As you grew older, growth in the front of the 
brain slows down. It does not pick up again until later 
in adolescence. You can plan but just not as well as 
when you are, maybe, 20, 25 years. 

The second phase of the brain development takes 
place between the ages of seven and 13. At that time, 
there is a growth spurt towards the middle and back of 
the brain. These are areas connected with language 
skills. So if you want to learn a language, like, say, 
English, do it now! 

All this rapid growth suddenly ends around the 
ages of 13 to 15. During this final phase, the brain 
begins to fine tune itself for the adult years by holding 
on to neurons and connections that get used a lot. It 
discards those that are hardly used at all. 

Scientists say that the brain’s growth pattern also 
explains why teenagers tend to feel angry, edgy and 
unable to control their emotions. All this, scientist say, 
can be traced to the amygdala. Amygdala is an area of 
the brain that controls fear - the fight or flight response. 

Since teenagers’ frontal lobes, which control 
emotions, are still not fully developed, emotions are 
centered around the amygdala. 

What does all that mean to you? Well, you will 
now know that if you feel a little disorganised, angry 
and rebellious, it’s because your brain has not been 
constructed fully yet. Having a closer relationship with 
your parents, siblings, relatives and good friends help 
you to get through some of the pain of growing up. 
Think of the adolescent years as a period when nature 
steps in to help you grow up into a healthy stable happy 
adult! 
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-OMPUTER KNOWLEDGE 


ttack of the Virus! Of no, your precious 
dala are all corrupted by the vile powers 
of unknown viral atlacks! What to do? 


The Spark-Key Column Version 3.6 


Virus Wars: 
Attack of the Clones! 


George Lucas sues the cat for copyright... 


The cat fights back, saying there is no mention 
of Star in anything, so George cannot lock up 
the cat. Anyway, while Star Wars may be show- 
ing what happens when clone armies attack, 
what do you do when your clone PC comes un- 
der attack? No, not by Clone Troopers but by 
viruses, Trojan Horses, worms and whatnot! 


Where is this virus? WHAT is it? 


Computer viruses act like their real biological 
counterparts. A virus spreads from host to host, 
sometimes undetected, crippling the host before 
moving on to the next, or sometimes lying dor- 
mant in the host waiting to attack a victim. 


While living viruses work by cells, mutation of 
genes and so on, as you know, computers work 
on programming. A computer virus needs to be 
programmed by someone in the first place be- 
fore it can spread and replicate itself elsewhere. 


Once a virus has been written in a form of com- 
puter language (there are many types, HTML 
was a type of computer language for web pages), 
it can then function on its own and do it’s ‘job’. 


Most viruses function like a script-based system. 
That is, they act out their commands based on 


LOVE IS THE CATALYST FOR CHANGE, DEVELOPMENT AND ACHIEVEMENT QUEST 


given guidelines and on their own choices. 
These choices are sometimes known as param- 
eters, set by the programmer, that the virus can 
select and carry out, say, depending on a host. 


Host here, meaning a computer. As you know, 
the only way a virus can spread is via some 
medium from computer to computer. This can 
be anything from the original way of floppy discs, 
CD-ROMs that were created WITH viruses, net- 
work, e-mail, and nowadays, wireless! (Horrors!) 


How could you! After all I’ve done for you! 


Most of these viruses have commands in them 
that tell them to spread when they come in con- 
tact with other files, or to target a particular file 
and spread itself more. The virus writes itself on 
the host and finds new ways to spread more. 


They can modify a file, corrupt it, delete it, add 
their own files, create scripts that have com- 
mands to cause trouble to your system, so on. 


Some are Trojan Horses, that is, like the histori- 
cal Trojan Horse, looks like a harmless program 
until its pre-set time or need, unleashes its task 
to crippled or spread on the host. Worms are 
new additions, which spread mainly by e-mail, 
triggering the task to send more viruses to the 
user’s contact list of other e-mails, perhaps even 
piggybacking your account to send mails! 


Help! What can I do? 


First, get an anti-virus programme. Second, up- 
date it, not just the programme, but the data files 
used to scan and detect viruses. New viruses 
are created all the time, if your scanner cannot 
recognise the new virus, you leave a backdoor. 
Third, scan your system, make sure it’s clean. 


QUEST 


Fourth, scan all media coming into your compu- 
ter, from floppies, CD-ROMs to e-mails. Use 
sense and discretion here. Original CD-ROMs 
don’t have viruses, pirated or created ones might. 


Floppies easily transmit viruses, from cyber-ca- 
fes to friend’s computers. Connecting to a net- 
work can transmit viruses too. Most new virus 
scanners can be configured to scan e-mails 
BEFORE you open them. Once you open, it may 
be too late and the virus launches itself. If in doubt 
of an e-mail or its attachment, delete it right away! 


Friends who do not have updated scanners may 
be sending viruses without their knowledge! 
Remember that nowadays e-mail viruses and 
worms are getting smarter. They prey on your 
ignorance and prompt you to open attachments, 
greet you with love letters or tell you this mail 
can cure your infection when it actually infects! 
Be tactful, arm yourself with knowledge! 


Rescue! Emergency! Help! 


scanners also can create rescue discs that can 
scan your computer in advent of an infection. 
Keep these updated. If you are under attack, 
react quickly! If your scanner detects a virus, try 
cleaning it, quarantine it or delete it. Try not to 
keep infected files on your computer as they can 
spread. The longer you ignore an infection, the 
more damage it can cause, not physically though! 
However, loss of files will hurt a lot! 


The cat recommends... 


Symantec’s Norton AntiVirus 2001 as an overall 
robust solution, version 2002 adds scanning to 
outgoing mail, so you don’t send ‘presents’ to 
other people! Still, Norton is only good if you keep 
it updated regularly and do scan ALL your drives 
off an on for a stray virus that may have slipped 
in! Now may the anti-virus force be with you! 


SCI-TECH NEWS 


Molar Mobile? 


Would you want to receive phone calls or listen to music 
in your classroom without your teacher not knowing? It 
may be possible in the future. The two British inventors, 
James Auger, and Jimmy Loizeau, have developed the 
device called a ‘molar mobile’. Unlike a mobile 
handphone, the tiny elephone is implanted in your tooth 
so that you don't have to carry it around. You can receive 
calls but you can dial out. 

The telephone would allow spies to receive 
instructions secretly. It can allow you to hear your 
favourite music while you are having your bath or while 
doing your homework. Eight-year-old Caitlin Caddies, 
who tried the telephone at the Science Museum in 
London, said it felt weird but said she would be happy 
to have it if it would allow my friends to call me at night 
while I was in bed without my parents knowing. 


But there's a drawback — your dentist would have 
to install it inside one of your molars. The ‘telephone 
tooth’ would contain a small device in a person's back 
molar. Inside it will be a wireless, low-frequency receiver 
and a gadget. The gadget turns audio signals into 
mechanical vibrations. The vibrations would pass from 
the tooth directly to the inner ear as clear sounds. You 
keep a tiny device outside your body to turn the cellphone 
on and off and to program it. Neat? But don’t rush 
looking for it in the shop because no no company has 
yet made the device. But Auger and Loizeau are trying 
to find companies to work with. The two researchers hit 
upon the idea while they were studying the way 
technology is used today at the Royal College of Art in 
London. 


HONESTY IS NEVER TO MISUSE THAT WHICH IS GIVENINTRUST 
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PECIAL 
Creating a 
Better ' 


oO you care about what’s happening 
to children your age around the 
world? Would you be sad to know 
that children around the world face 
many dangers? Among them are poverty, 
dangerous labor and the sex industry. The UNICEF 
notes that more than 10 million children under- 
five die each year from preventable diseases. 
Preventable diseases are those like diarrhoea and 
polio. They can be easily treated if the right 
medical treatment is given early. 

You may think that we live in a rich world 
but did you know that there are about 149 million 
children in developing countries who suffer from 
lack of proper food? There are also more than 100 
million children who are not in primary schools. 
Majority of them are girls. 

If all that is hard to believe, there are about 
a million children being sexually victimised 
worldwide. They are forced into child prostitution, 
pornography and sex tourism. 

There are others who get caught up in wars 
and conflicts. Child soldiers have been reported 
taking part in conflicts in Sudan, Colombia, 
Angola, Sri Lanka and elsewhere. The United 
Nations estimates that more than 300,000 children 
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Vorld 
for Children 


under the age of 18 are fighting worldwide, mostly 
with rebel groups. Most of them have been 
kidnapped and are aged between 15 and 17, but 
some are aS young as seven years old. Children 
are recruited for fighting because they are cheap, 
obedient and can be easily brainwashed into taking 
part. Boy soldiers often suffer sexual abuse. Many 
young girls also have been forcibly recruited as 
sex Slaves by armed groups. 

Why is important to make sure that children 
around the world are healthy, well-educated and 
safe? Well, investing in children today means 
investing in prosperity, peace and stability for - 
tomorrow. If children are healthy, well-educated 
and secure, countries will be able to overcome 
poverty and work together in the globalised 
economy. Wouldn’t you would like to live, work 
and raise your family in a peaceful prosperous 
world, years from now? 

In some parts of the world there has been 
commitment to children which improved their 
future of the young generation. Way back in 1948 
President Jose Figueres of Costa Rica abolished 
his country’s army and transferred the defense 
budget to the education budget. Today, Costa Rica 
has the best human development statistics in its 
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region, including an under-five mortality rate that 
is one-third that of its neighbours. 

An enlightened leader of a country who has 
the right vision will create a better future for 
children of his country. Days before world leaders 
gathered for the UN summit on children, UNICEF 
revealed in the report, The State of the World’s 
Children 2002, that although there has been 
progress for children in the last decade, most 
governments have not lived up to the promises 
made at the 1990 World Summit for Children. 

Data collected on the goals set at the 1990 
summit show a catalogue of broken promises 
made to children. But the report added that lessons 
learned in the ’90s offer a clear direction forward. 
It said promises made now are the promises that 
must be Kept. 

In an effort to mobilise leadership at every 
level, UNICEF and partners this year launched 
The Global Movement for Children and the Say 
Yes for Children campaign. The Global Movement 
for Children is a global action. It is led by former 
South African President Nelson Mandela and his 
wife, Graca Machel. The Global Movement for 
Children unites people and organisations who are 
interested in the well-being of children. Many 
important people are involved in the movement. 
Like the Global Movement for Children the Say 
Yes for Children campaign is a similar movement. 
It calls for action for the betterment of children 
and young people. 

In every region throughout the world, there 
have been meetings of leaders from governments. 
Fach meeting identifies chidlren’s needs, hopes 
and fears and answers to their basic rights. Each 
gathering issued a declaration of commitment to 
the children of their region. Among them are The 
African Common Position, Beijing Declaration, 
The Berlin Commitment, Kathmandu 
Understanding, The Kingston Consensus, Panama 
Declaration, and The Rabat Declaration. 
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Children themselves also participate in 
meetings. At Regional Youth Forum held in 
Amman, in November 2000, children from the 
Middle East and North Africa called for an end to 
inequality, violence and injustice. Children 
between 11 and 18 years old from all over East 
Asia took part in a meeting in Jomtien, Thailand 
on April 2001 meeting. During the same month, 
children from 27 countries across Europe and 
Central Asia met in Budapest. Their hopes are 
often same — freedom from discrimination, healthy 
environments, good education and opportunities 
for play. 

An important meeting was The United 
Nations Special Session on Children. Originally 
scheduled for 19-21 September, it was postponed 
to May 2002 when the terrorists attacked New 
York just days before the Session was to open. It 
sought to create a better world fit for children 
through several commitments. gu. gm a: 
You can find the list of 
commitments on the inside 
front cover of this issue of 
QUEST. “= 


Something To Think About 


1. What is it like to be a child living in a poor 
nation? Should they be encouraged to 
speak out? How can they make their voices 
heard? Should they be given the 
opportunity to talk about their lives? 


. Turn to inside front page of QUEST. 
Discuss the points. Would you add or 
delete any of these issues from the list? If 
so, why? Select a point you have strong 
opinions or feelings. Then express your 
opinions through drama, poster or speech 
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The Fight Against 
H U N G 


here are around 794 

million people in the 

world who do not 
have enough to eat. That’s 
hard for us to imagine because 
we live in a country of plenty. 
We live 
Children go to _ schools. 
Grown-up people have jobs. 
The country is rich. It is also 
blessed with fertile lands that 
provide a variety of food. The 
seas are full of fishes. 


in nice houses. 


Miles across the seas, nearly 13 
million people in six southern 
African countries are at risk of 
starvation. The hunger crisis has 
been caused by erratic weather. In 
some cases it is caused by 
government mismanagement. In 
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, 
Lesotho, 


Mozambique as food will soon be 


Swaziland and 


running out from last month’s 


meager harvest. In Zambia alone 


[HAT PENETRATES THE SHELL OF CHAOS 


2.3 million people will need about 
175,000 tons of food aid before the 
next harvest in nine months. The 
hunger in Zambia was caused by 
drought which has badly affected 
parts of the country. There was also 
ot enough seeds and fertilizer to 
grow crops. 

People get desperate when 
they are hungry. Some turn to eating 
poisonous wild foods. Some steal 
crops. Others turn to prostitution to 
get money to buy food for their 
families to eat. 

Mozambique is a poor 
country. It is facing even more 
problems. There is drought in the 
center and south of the country. 
More than 515,000 people are 
facing starvation. Though northern 
Mozambique has sufficient corn, it 
is difficult to be transported to the 
south because there’s a lack of 
proper road, rail or air services. 

In June this year, delegates 


from 180 nations met in Rome to 
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discuss how best to tackle global 
hunger. After four days of 
talking, the delegates pledged to 
reduce the number of people 
without enough to eat from 800 
million to 400 million by 2015. 
There were criticisms, however. 
Besides Italy and Spain, no other 
wealthy country sent top 
ministers. Italian Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi said tackling 
global hunger was to everyone’s 
benefit. He said the problem of 
hungry people in the world is, 
after terrorism is the most 
serious problem facing the 
international community. 
Hunger is even a dangerous 
problem. 

At the close of the summit, 
Jacques Diouf who is the 
Director-General of Food and 
Agriculture Organisation,said 
that together the world can win 
the war against hunger and 


poverty. 
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The United States believes 
that biotech crops are the answer 
to hunger. Environmentalist 
groups were, however, not 
happy with the idea. They say 
food production will then be put 
in the hands of large American 
corporations. 

A group of organisations 
suggested the creation of a 
permanent seed bank to 
conserve seeds. Seed banks 
would allow farmers around the 


globe access to a variety of seeds 


and plant materials, they 


explained. 
about 4 


million tons of food are required 


Meanwhile, 


to feed those in desperate 
need. Where would the 


food come from? 


THE SOURCE OF ALL GOOD IS TRUST IN GOD 


HUNGER FACTS 


About 1.1 billion people 
lack access to safe drink- 
ing water 

55% of the 12 million 
child deaths annually are 
malnutrition-related 
20% of people in the 
developing world are 
chronically under- 
nourished 

815 million people suffer 
hunger and malnourish- 
ment 


SOURCE: FAO 


Something To 
Think About 


If you were starving would 


you care whether rice how 
the rice was grown - 
naturally or with a little 
help from science? 
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Steps taken to Check 
Decline in English 


Malaysia’s standard of the English 
language has declined. The standard of 
English today is too low to cope with 
the changes in information and 
communication technology and serve 
the country’s future needs. The 
Government has recognised the 
problem and the Education Ministry 
is taking steps to check the decline. 
Education Minister Tan Sri Musa 
Mohamad says that a committee 
headed by Director-General Datuk 
Abdul Rafie Mahat has been set up to 
study how and when Science and 
Mathematics could be taught in 
English. 

English will be taught at primary 
school level to prepare the next 
generation proficient in English. 
English is the language of science and 
technology. Mastering English will be 
an asset for Malaysians in business and 
commerce.Malaysia’s future will be 
determined greatly by how we can 
communicate with the world through 
English. It is important to master the 
English language to face challenges 
from developing nations such as China, 
Vietnam, Thailand and Indonesia. 

Checking the decline cannot be 
done overnight. It involves having 
sufficient teachers adept at teaching in 
the language. There are also textbooks 
and other preparations. 


Doctors can now work on 
their days off 


Government doctors can now work on 
their days off to help out in the 
outpatient, accident and emergency 
units of hospitals to earn extra 
allowances. Health Minister Datuk 
Chua Jui Meng said by doing public 
service, doctors would not only be able 
to earn additional income but also help 
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ease the shortage of medical personnel 
in critical units. ‘This is a win-win 
situation as it will overcome shortage 
of doctors in critical areas like the 
accident and emergency units. At the 
same time, the doctors, especially 
younger ones, will be able to earn 
additional income... we’ll pay them 
according to the number of hours they 
work,’ he said. 


MISLEADING 
Advertisements Banned 


Malaysian advertisers have agreed to 
stop the use of advertisements not 
approved by the Medicine 
Advertisement Board (MAB). 
Advertisements that contradicted the 
Code of Advertising Practice 
regulations concerning decency, 
honesty, the proper use of testimonials 
and the use of children and women 
would not be allowed. Irresponsible 
claims in advertisements will not be 
allowed now. This is to protect the 
public. 


Report on Gangsterism 


The Home Ministry has asked the 
police for a report on gangsterism in 
Pandamaran Jaya as it is concerned 
with the high crime rate. Deputy 
Minister Datuk Zainal Abidin Zain said 
the report would be studied to identify 
factors that contributed to the problem. 
He was speaking after opening the 
Pandamaran Jaya Warga Emas (Old 
Folks) Welfare Association’s third 
annual general meeting. 


Colorado’s Worst Fire 


The wildfires that parts of Colorado is 
the worst in the state’s history. It has 
caused an estimated US$20 million in 
damage. More than 2000 firefighters 
battled the fire which spread over 


100,000-acres. The rapidly spreading 
fire alarmed residents and officials 
alike. More than 5,000 people were 
evacuated from the area. The fire 
scorched dry pine and conifer forest 
land. Winds whipped the flames to 
spread rapidly. 

Firefighters took advantage of low 
winds and low temperatures early 
Wednesday, taking to the air with 
helicopter-borne flame retardant and 
building battle lines between the out- 
of-control wildfire and Denver’s 
southern suburbs. An illegal campfire 
near a lake in Pike National Forest 
sparked the fire and rapidly engulfed 
the dry trees. 


Heavy School Bags 
Cause Back Problems 


Students in many countries have to lug 
around heavy school bags. In the 
Unites States some schools removed 
lockers because of concerns that drugs 
and guns could be hidden in lockers. 
This forced children to lug their 
textbooks around all day. 

Now lawmakers in two states in the 
Unites States are concerned that 
students who lug heavy backpacks will 
develop spinal problems. They are 
considering passing a law that would 
set maximum weight standards for 
textbooks. Other states in US have 
done studies of backpack weight and 
children’s back pain. None however 
have passed a law requiring schools to 
do something about it. 

According to the US Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, 
backpack-related injuries send about 
5,000 students to hospitals every year. 

The American Academy of 
Pediatrics recommends children carry 
no more than 10 percent to 20 percent 
of their own body weight. The 
California Medical Association says 
childhood is a key time for spinal 
growth. Heavy backpacks could 
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damage their spine. 

Some school districts tackled the 
problem by coordinating homework 
assignments to lessen the load. Others 
purchase two sets of textbooks for their 
students — one set to leave at home, and 
one set to use in class. 


ToWipeOut Poverty 
Educate Children 


Poverty has been viewed as a breeding 
ground for terrorists, say the rich 
countries. Poverty can be wiped out by 
educating children in poor countries. 

Over the next 10 years rich 
countries will contribute about $3 
billion annually educate children in 
poor countries.There are an estimated 
113 million children in poor countries. 
Two-thirds of them are girls who do 
not attend school. 

The program to educate children is 
called ‘Education for All Fast Track’. 
It hopes to achieve the goal of universal 
primary education in the developing 
countries by the year 2015. 

The World Bank selected 23 
developing nations to participate in 
pilot programs. 

Eighteen countries will qualify 
immediately for money to expand 
schooling. They are Bolivia, Burkina 
Faso, Honduras, Mauritania, 
Mozambique, Nicaragua, Niger, 
Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Albania, 
Gambia, Ghana, Guyana, Vietnam, 
Guinea, Ethiopia and Yemen. Five 
more countries to receive the money 
are India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
Republic of Congo and Nigeria. 

To qualify for education financing 
under ‘Education for All Fast Track’ 
program, the countries have to agree 
to adopt policies that improved the 
quality and efficiency of their primary 
education programs. 
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Heavy Rains Cause 


Damages in China 


Torrential rain affected the provinces 
of Shaanxi, Sichuan, Hubei and 
Guizhou as well as the Chongqing 
municipality in China. Hundreds of 
people died in flooding. Thousands of 
soldiers, People’s Armed Police and 
reservists had taken part in 
strengthening embankments and 
bridges, rescuing endangered residents, 
and building temporary shelters, tents, 
food, blankets, and medicine. 

Beijing has approved millions of 
yuan of emergency funding to help 
shore up river banks and relocate 
Chinese who lost their homes in the 
deluge. 

Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji, while 
looking at anti-flood measures along 
the Yangtze River and Jiujiang River, 
laid down five instructions flood 
control. He said that cadres must not 
build ‘tofu’ or shoddy engineering and 
flood-prevention works. During the 
1998 flooding thousands lost their lives 
because several ‘tofu’ embankments 
gave way, causing deaths and damages. 
Zhu also said that party and 
government chiefs of each district had 
to take personal responsibility for the 
effectiveness of flood control or rescue 
measures. 


Japan Cuts Single-Mum 


Benefits 


Japan does not have enough money to 
pay child care benefits for single 
months. So it has decided to cut down 
on child care benefits. It says rising rate 
of divorce has made costs too high. The 
plan had been vigorously opposed by 
support groups for single mothers. 
Many face a struggle for survival in one 
of the world’s most expensive 
countries. 

Japan’s Ministry of Health, Labour 
and Welfare defended its plans, saying 


costs had been at risk of rising out of 
control. The number of recipients of the 
single mothers’ benefit rose to 710,000 
last year from 590,000 a decade earlier. 
The number of divorces annually has 
almost doubled since 1990, with 
264,000 couples formally breaking up 
in 2000. 


Universe is 13 Billion 
Years Old 


The universe is about 13 billion years 
old, according to a research that studied 
ancient dying stars. Harvey B. Richer, 
an astronomer at the University of 
British Columbia, said the Hubble 
Space Telescope gathered images of 
the faintest dying stars it could find in 
M4. M4 is a star cluster about 7,000 
light years away. There are about 150 
stars clusters in the Milky Way galaxy. 
M4 is the nearest to the Earth. 

Richer said the dying stars were 
once up to eight times the size of the 
sun. After they used up their fuel, the 
stars collapse, turn cold and die. Dying 
stars are called white dwarfs. The 
dimmest of the white dwarfs are about 
12.7 billion years old. 


Language Discussion 


1. How is language a form of national, 
local and personal identity? 


. Identify how and why we use 
language in our everyday lives. 
Consider how language changes to 
accommodate the changes in our 
world. Discuss. 


. Identify reasons for language 
change such as the influence of 
trade, technology, science, politics, 
medicine, literature, media and 
sports. Select one of the areas. 
Explore how words and phrases in 
these areas have evolved as a result 
of changing times. 
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Check your answers to the Language Games and Exercises on this page. 


ENGLISH THROUGH SONGS 

PAGE 8 

Word Teasers Antonyms 

1. often low 

2. neverending lose 

3. canteen dead 

4. freethinker over 

5. understand goes 
there 
fallen 


THAT’S NOT RIGHT-LAH! 

PAGE 10 

1. My father has been selling cars 
for ten years. 

2. Ihave been living in Tampin 
since 1994. 

3. How long have you been waiting? 

4. She has been practising the piano 
everyday. 

5. Ihave been very busy since last 
week. 

6. Ihave not worn this shirt since 
last year. 

7. We have been walking for three 
hours. 

8. It has been raining since last 
night. 

9. I’m sorry. I broke the glass. 

10. It costs a lot of money to go to 
university. 

11. The children often quarrel with 
each other. 

12. We have finished this exercise, 
teacher. 

13. I cannot understand what you are 
saying. 

14. I have forgottn to do my 
homework. 

15. You can go home after you have 
finished. 

16. He asked why we came so early. 

17. A fire broke out in the 
neighbourhood. 

18. A house was completely burnt 
down. 

19. Dress neatly when you go out. 

20. I hope it does not rain today. 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE, PG 11 


Jamal 
mother 
obedient 
happy 
3 
budget 
guests 
presents 
RM19,500 

. RM8100 

. assets 

. personal computer 

. Sister 

. RM1930 

. RM1500 

. Bunga Telur 

. Bally shoes 

. Lan 

. costume 

. Bally shoes 
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1. He fell in love with his bride-to- 
be 

2. She ‘lectured’ him on the thrift 
and the virtues of saving 

3. She had a mole on her left chin 
and she was fairer. 

4. His height 


5. To cut down the cost of the 
wedding expenditure 
6. a. His mother 
b. invitations, catering, bridal 
chamber and Bunga Telor 
c. The bridal chamber 


FUN WITH WORDS 
PAGE 14 


b. polite 
. Soiled 


1 
2. a 
3. a. swift 
4. a. unwise 
5. a. immense 
6. a. smart 

7. c. amiable 
8. b. germ 

9. a. foolhardy 
1 


0. a. prohibit 


WORD SEARCH 

PAGE 15 
chicken 
speak 
rocket 
mouse 
chain 
highway 
table 
elephant 
Carrot 

. rude 

. scarf 

. sun 

. desserts 

14. cloud 

15.dull 

16. paint 

17. blood 

18. football 

19. friend 

20.envelop 
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This story ‘A Narrow Escape’ was written by 
Rohaidah Ismail from SMK Tenang, Labis, 
Johor 


A Narrow 
scape 


The weather was chilly. John’s mother asked him to 
collect firewoods to keep warm. John sang loudly as 
he walked to the jungle. Suddenly he heard a loud 


snorting sound behind him. He stopped singing and | 


turned around. He was shocked. He saw an ugly, 
hungry and fierce-looking wild boar. John was 
frightened. He threw the firewood and ran as fast as 
he could, shouting for help. The wild boar chased him. 
While he was running, he turned around and saw the 
wild boar getting nearer and nearer. John saw a big 
tree in front of him. He quickly climbed up the tree. 
He was panting. 

The wild boar waited for him under tree. It 
looked angry. After an hour, it got tired and left. When 
John saw that the wildboar had gone he slowly climbed 
down the tree. He went to the spot where he threw the 
firewood. After collecting the firewood, he walked 
home quickly. 

When he arrived at his house, he related the story 
to his father and mother.Next day, his father decided 
to hunt for wild boar. 


QUEST 


__EADERS CONTRIBUTIONS 


Izyan Hanis bt Abu Bakar from SMK 
Panglima Bukit Gantang, Parit 
Buntar, Perak would like to tell us 
about her ‘Imaginary Friend’. 


My 
Imaginary 
Friend 


Do You Have An Imaginary Friend? I do. 
I suppose many people assume that having 
an imaginary friend is CRAZZZY! It is 
not. I feel that my imaginary friend is 
always beside me. She comforts me when 
I am lonely. I can hear her speak. It makes 
me feel excited. When I have a problem 
she will give me advice. Having her makes 
me wanted. She really makes me happy. 
Whenever I get bad results in my exams, 
she will tell me not to give up and study 
harder. When I feel bored reading school 
notes, I hear her whisper ‘Do Your Best, 
Never give up’. It is actually really fun 
having an imaginary friend. You will never 
feel bored even though you have to stay 
alone at home. Though I can’t see my 
imaginary friend, she will always be my 
best friend. 
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-EADERS CONTRIBUTIONS © 


‘Festivals in Malaysia’ was written by Sulochana Gonalan 
of SMK Datuk Mansor, Bahau, Negeri Sembilan. 


Festivals in Malaysia 


alaysia is a multi-racial country. We have Malays, 
Chinese, Indians, Kadazans, Ibans and others who 
celebrate different festivals throughout the year. 
Festivals are religious or cultural celebrations. They 
have been celebrated for hundreds of years by followers of certain 
religions or ethnic groups. In Malaysia, because of our multicultural 
society, festivals are celebrated almost every month. There are four 
major festivals in Malaysia — Hari Raya Aidilifitri, Chinese New 
Year, Deepavali and Christmas. There are several other festivals 
which are celebrated on a smaller scale. 

Hari Raya Aidilfitri is celebrated by Malaysians who are 
Muslims. It marks the end of two months’ fasting and is celebrated 
very grandly with morning prayers at mosques around the country. 
[usually receive several invitations to ‘open house’ from my friends. 
I make it a point to visit them, join in the fun, and savour all my 
favourite Hari Raya delicacies such as ketupat, rendang, satay and 
nasi himpit. 

Chinese New Year is celebrated by Chinese around the world. 
Before Chinese new year goodies are made and houses decorated. 
Family reunion dinners are held the day before Chinese New Year. 
On Chinese New Year’s day ang pow will be given to children and 
unmarried youths. 

Deepavali is one of the other celebrations celebrated by Hindus 
of Malaysia. Hindus apply oil on their hair and body before taking 
the bath on Deepavali morning. Special prayers are said. Then 
special Deepavali food and sweetmeats such as ladhu and julabi 
are served to friends and family. In the evening children play with 
fire crackers with joy. 

Festivals in Malaysia are times of relaxation, fun and good | 
food to be enjoyed with our family and friends. Most of these 
festivals are also declared as public holidays, allowing us to celebrate 
them ina truly Malaysian spirit. ‘Open house’ with generous spreads 
of food are held for days after each festival. We as Malaysians should 
respect all the festivals celebrated in our country. 
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DERS CONTRIBUTIONS 


My Pets was written by Jenang Nakulan of 
Sekolah Rendah Convent, Kajang. 


My Pets 


I have three pets. They are all dogs. Their names 
are Shaq, Max and Seeta. They are very friendly 
and smart, too. 

The eldest dog is Max. He was given to me 
as a birthday present from my Mom and Dad. He 
is very cute, intelligent and he looks like a hot 
dog. 

My second dog is Shaq. She is a Rottweiller. 
Rottweillers are sometimes used as police dogs 
because they are very fierce, but Shaq is not that 
fierce. She seems to be friendly with everyone. 
We bought Shaq from a petshop in Bangsar. The 
reason we bought her is because Max, the 
dachshund, needed a playmate. But they don’t 
seem to be very friendly to each other since the 
day Shag came. 

Last but not least, my third dog is Seeta. She 
is a golden retriever pup. She is very cute and 
chubby. She was given to my Mom for her 
birthday. She is very friendly and likes to play a 
lot. She is also a jealous dog. Everytime we play 
with other dogs she barks and howls. She also likes 
to lick our hands. She is a very loving dog. I love 
all my dogs very much. 


Error 
Be Yourself, the last issue of QUEST was a contribution 
by Raja Ummi Nadrah R. Sulaiman of Kota Bharu, 


Kelantan. There was a mix-up in the name. Apologies. 
Readers, please make sure that when you send in your 
contribution, write your name and address on the paper. 


QUEST 


TRUE LOVE IS WHEN THE SOUL HAS LOVE FOR ANOTHER SOUL 


Ma Zheng Feei from Sekolah Menengah 
Dato’ Mahmud Paduka Raja, Tanah 
Merah, Kelantan has this to say of a very 
special person... 


My Father 


The third Sunday of June is Father’s Day. It is the 
most special day for me because on that day, I, as 
a filial son, can show my love and gratitude to my 
beloved Father who has taken care of me since I 
was born. 

Father is a great person. He always gets the 
most wonderful things for my brother and me. He 
is industrious, intelligent and responsible. He is 
also helpful, always extending a hand to the needy. 
It is no wonder that he is a much respected and 
loved person in people’s eyes. 

Father opened a small shop in Tanah Merah 
in 1987. He tried his best to run his shop well so 
that we could become wealthy. What a nice father 
he is! 

Although Father is not a well-read man, he 
wants his two sons to study well. He willingly 
tightened his belt to make sure he has enough 
money for our education. 

During the holidays, Father always brings 
us on vacation although he has lots of work. Father 
loves his family more than himself. This makes 
us feel loved and safe. 

To me, Father is greater than the most 
famous people we read in history books. He has 
done nothing important to the society and nation 
but he is the most kindest, loving and noble person 
I have ever known. Today, through QUEST, I want 
to send my love to my beloved father. 
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___NTERTAINMENT NEWS 


Here are some news from the entertainment industry... 


The KING 


Lives Again! 
You and your parents may have 
_ something in common with Elvis 
Presley’s song ‘A Little Less 
Conversation,’ which is poised to hit 
the charts. Of course, it has been 
updated with techno tracks so your 
parents might not recognise it. 

Presley performed ‘A Little Less 
Conversation,’ in his 1968 film 
‘Live a Little, Love a Lot’. The 
original version of the song failed 
to chart in 1968. 

The updated version of ‘A Little 
Less Conversation’, a dance remix, 
adds a minute-long electronic 
introduction, surrounds Presley’s 
vocals with new rhythms and beats 
and extends the song with dance 
loops and techno tracks. 

Elvis Presley died on August 16, 
1977, in Memphis, USA, aged 42. 


°"N Syne 


in Space 
Boy band singer Lance Bass hopes 
to become the next space tourist. 


He has been undergoing tests at the | 


Russian Institute for Biomedical 
Problems to evaluate his fitness for 
the journey. The trip is scheduled 
for October. If Bass is allow to go, 
he has to pay US$14 million and 
US$20 million dollars. Two 
previous space tourists, American 
Dennis Tito and South African 
Mark Shuttleworth, have paid 
about that amount each to see 
space. 
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Classic Films 


What are the Top 10 love story 
Classics? At American Film 
Institute’s top 100 U.S. love stories, 
these 10 films below were 
nominated the best: 


I e Casablanca, 1942 
e Gone With The Wind, 1939 
3 e West Side Story, 1961 
4. Roman Holiday, 1953 
e An Affair To 
Remember, 1957 
6. The Way We Were, 1973 
7 e Doctor Zhivago, 1965 
8 « It’s a Wonderful Life, 1946 
9 e Love Story, 1970 


10. City Lights, 1931 


They are probably not your cup of 
tea, but your mum or grandmother 
might remember watching them. 


Marvel Comics 


launches series on 
New York’s heroes 


Marvel Comics, the comic book 
publisher will launch a new series 
entitled ‘The Call of Duty’. The 
comics highlight the bravery and 
commitment of New York 
policemen, firefighters and 
emergency rescue workers during 
the events of September 11. 


Something to Think About 


I 
Do you think that the Marvel 
Comics series based on the 
Stories of the 9/11 everyday 
heroes is a good or a bad idea? 
What are the similarities and 
differences between comics 
now and comic books that 
were popular in your parents’ 
and grandparents’ days? 
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Do you think people should 
spend that much money to see 
space. Do you think tourists 
Should be allowed in space? 
Lance Bass would be 
travelling with the Russian 
crew if all goes well. Space 
tourists American Dennis Tito 
and South African Mark 
Shuttleworth also travelled 
with the Russian crew. What 
are benefits of allowing 
tourists in space? What are 
potential drawbacks? Would 
you go if you could? Why or 
why not? 


What makes a pop star hugely 
successful? Siti Nurhaliza has 
been popular for a long time 
in Malaysia. Why do you think 
she has been able to keep her 
popularity? 


QUEST 


In the last issue, 


HD wrote: 
I have one problem. I love a guy who is 26 
years older than I. I am not sure whether he 
loves me or not. He has one daughter who is 
three years younger than I. I am in Form Four 
now. I want to forget him but I can’t. My family 
does not know about my problem. What should 
I do? 


RDL replies: 
If I were you, I would concentrate on my studies 
and put love aside. Love will come at the right 
time. Why don't you take up some healthy 
activities, so that you can slowly forget about 
him and gain something good out of it. I suggest 
you take some time to think about your problem 
and the consequences if you go out with him. 
Also, do remember that he has his own 
family and don't forget about the generation 
gap. I think you should tell your parents about 
it by writing a letter if you are too shy to 
approach them. I am sure your parents would 
help you and give you some advice. You might 
even have a better relationship with your 
parents after sharing your problems with them. 


Whitelighters replies: 
Mmm... why do want an older guy who can be 
your father? I know love is blind but why take 
the risk since you are not sure whether he loves 
you or not. I advise you to forget him and study 
for your SPM. Don't play with this matter. You 
will get nowhere. When the time is right you 
will meet someone who is right for you. 


QUEST 


THE LOVE OF GOD BRINGS ENDLESS HAPPINESS 


Can you advise them? 


I have been loving this guy since three years ago, 
we Started out as good friends (same interests that 
we often talk about together). When he started to 
like me even more, I stopped talking to him because 
I was scared. I know I had been really foolish. I 
shouldn’t have been scared of him. When he talks 
to me, I don't answer him. I don’t mean to be rude. 
I mean, I really want to talk to him, but when the 
conversation takes place, I feel my heart beating 
fast, my brain wouldn’t work, and I don’t know what 
to say. I gave him presents on his birthday and 
Valentine’s Day. He accepted my gifts politely. But 
somehow, sometimes, I get the feeling he wants to 
avoid me or something. Am I just imagining things? 
I say ‘Hi’ to him every time we met. He does the 
same but we don’t talk much. What do you think I 
should do? I really love him so. I really want to 
know what he feels about me . Is there still a way to 
rebuild our relationship. I want to know where we 
stand. I don't want to lose him. Please help me. 

- Desperate girl 


I love a guy who is a year older than me. It was 
going fine until my parents found out about it. My 
parents are anti-guys. It is so hard for me to explain 
to them about the matter. They asked me to stay 
away from him because they said I need to study 
for my SPM this year. The thing is I can balance 
studies and love at the same time. He has helped 
me a lot in my studies. I made up my mind to be 
with him without my parents knowledge. Recently, 
I got to know that he likes another girl. What should 
I do? Help me. 

- Troubled Mind 


E-mail your replies or problems to: i 
leelagov @ tm.net.my E 
or write to: & 
Quest Publications (Teenfile) E 
PO Box 8436 Kelana jaya Post Office Ga 
46790 Petaling Jaya a 
Selangor q 

ee 
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‘TUDENTS CORNER 


I am Noniza from SMK Segamat, 
Johor. I would like to send my 
dedications to my family, teachers, best 
friends, especially Lili Farlina, 
classmates and all SPM candidates of 
2002. My message is ‘Let’s do our best 
in SPM.’ 


I’m Muhamad Shazeli b Ishak from 
SMK Tenang, Labis, Johor. I would 
like to send my dedications to my 
parents, teachers, best friends Hafiz, 
Hasan, Pejal Masuta, Kamal, Dhally 
and all students in 5PA. My message 
is ‘May Allah bless you in everything 
you do.’ 


I am Daniel Jelly from SMS Sultan 
Mahmud, Kuala Terengganu. I 
would like to send my dedications to 
my lovely parents, brothers, sisters, 
teachers and best friends Kenneth, 
Mohd Fadzmie and Syirus. My 
message is “Remember me always and 
I love you all.’ 


I am Nafisah from SMU (A) 
Yaakubiah, Nipah. I would like to 
send my dedications to my beloved 
cousin Asmat, my old friends Ernie, 
Noor, Anie and Eda, penpal Nurul 
Nadiah, best friends Eda, Erin, Eniey, 
Faez, K Dilah and Hanis. My message 
is “You are always in my mind. Study 
hard for excellent results’. 


Iam Nor Faezreena Mohd Zaki from 
SMU(A) Maahad Muhammadi (P). 
I would like to send my dedications to 
my Close friends Afril, Fipah and Kinah 
(Keep moving because we will rock the 
world!), my old classmates Shida, 
Marni, Nada and Bahiah (We’ve been 
together for years. And all this together 
will last till the end of time), my 
beloved friends K. Fetty, K. Zulie, 
Afifah and Husna (Thanks for 
everything. You know you’re special 
to me), my cyberfriends (Friendship 
without faces). 
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I am Marina from Kian Kok Middle 
School, Sabah. I would like to send 
my dedications to my classmates, my 
teachers, QUEST readers, my beloved 
friends Yannie, Kartika and Rohanah, 
Malaysia Boleh boys gang. My 
message is ‘Love is a song. Life is a 
music. May God bless you all.’ 


I am Kartika from Kian Kok Middle 
School, Sabah. I would like to send 
my dedications to my parents, friends, 
my beloved teachers, classmates and 
fencing club members. My message is 
“Love is in the air.’ 


I am Evelyn from SMK Tun Mamat, 
Tangkak. I would like to send my 
dedications to my beloved parents, 
sister, my two funny aunts, Mary, 
Lovely, Nanthini, Azrian and all the 
teachers in my school. My message is 
‘Stay smart, stay cool and don’t play- 


play’. 


Iam Hu Ting Wen and I would like to 
contact my friend Sherene. ‘Sherene, 
sorry, I have lost your second letter. 
Now I don’t have your address. Will 
you send me another letter with your 
address?’ 


I’m Nur Izyan from Sekolah 
Menengah Kebangsaan Tengku 
Mahmud, Besut. I would like to send 
my dedications to Umi and Abah, 
Nasrim, my best pal, Ayunie in Pasir 
Mas and all my teachers who have 
helped me to be what I am now. 


I am Esther Chua from Convent 
School, Kedah. I would like to send 
my dedications to my family, my 
friends Elynnor, Suphannoi, Jayne, 
Anukala, Siah, Mrs Gee Eu, Erny and 
all my other wonderful friends out 
there! My message is ‘Stay cool as you 
are now! Bye. 


MEN WHO SUFFER NOT, ATTAIN NO PERFECTION 


I am Nordiana Zainordin from SMS 
Tuanku Syed Putra, Kangar, Perlis. 
I would like to send my dedications to 
all my friends and teachers at my 
former school, SMK Sultanah Asma, 
Alor Setar, Kedah Darul Aman. My 
dedications also goes to the 
hardworking, caring and responsible 
principal of SMKSA, Pn. Hjh. Che 
Hasnah Abdullah. My message is, Let’s 
do our best in our coming SPM 2003. 
I miss you all very much. Remember, 
Asma is always the best. 


My name is Evashema Bte Md Sedik 
from Smk Agama Inanam, Sabah. | 
would like to send my dedication to my 
family and my other siblings, my class 
teachers Cikgu Sapura and Cikgu 
Shahrul, my class mates 4Ibnu Sina, 
Erni, Yanie Jolifah, Elisha, Zanah, 
Yantie, Gee, Qalby, Hamzah, Fadzli, 
Hafiz and all class 4Ibnu Sina, my 
brother in kml, my friend Tasneem in 
kml, dorm 13 optimis, all students and 
all those who know me. My message 
is “VENA VEDA VINCI’. 


I am Amira bt Md Nordin from Sek. 
Men. Kebangsaan Tenang Labis. I 
would like to send my dedications to 
my lovely parents, my teacher, Hawa, 
Yana, all my friend in 2 Seroja 3 
sbrother Fakul Johan, my lovely sister 
Siti Nurhana, and all those know who 
me. My message is GOOD LUCK IN 
YOUR CAREER and SMILE 
ALWAYS. 


I am Rozana Rasul from SMK Jalan 
Bukit, Kajang. I would like to send 
my dedications to my beloved parents, 
teachers and my friends, especially 
Naline, Karthik, Navin and Kavitha. 
My message is ‘Aim for a good thing 
and achieve it’. 


You can e-mail your messages and 
dedications to: 


leelagov @ tm.net.my 
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FOREIGN 
PENPALS 


SiMeng Zhu (Joy), 14, (F) 
Address: Apt. 402, Unit 2, 
Building 61, FengNan Residential 
Zone, JiaoJiang, TaiZhou City 
ZheJiang, P.R.China 3180 
Hobbies: Reading, Friends, Sports 


Park Seong-Eun, 16, (F) 
Address: Goryo Apt 7-310, 
Daeshin-Dong Puk-gu, 
Pohang-Shi 791-100, S.Korea 
Hobbies: Music, Books, 


Stephanie Hart, 12, (F) 
Address: 114 Ballance St, 
Gisborne 3801 New Zealand 
Interests: Harry Potter, Biking 


Daniela Eicher, 16, (F) 

Address: Tegelbergstr. 4, 
D-86989 Steingaden, Germany 
Hobbies: Reading, Sports, Music 


Spela Kernez“a,10 (F) 
Address: Sp.Jakobski Dol 49/a, 
2222 Jakobski Dol, Slovenia, 
Europe 

Interests: Playing the Guitar, 
Soccer, Reading 


Lisa, 15, (F) 

Address: Lisa, Box 926, Buy Sell, 
Argyle Square, Donnybrook, 
Dublin 4. Ireland 

Interests: TV, Shopping, Music, 
Films 


Ally Sowder, 13, (F) 

Address: 3713 Southway dr, sw 
Apt #73, Roanoke, Virginia 24014 
United States 

Interests: Volleyball, Birds, Boys, 
Cats 


Carla Alejandra Espitia Ruiz, 12, 
(F) 

Address: Beethoven #204 Col. 
Peralvillo C.P. 06220 Mexico, 
D.F 

Hobbies: Listening to Music, 
Shopping, Dancing 
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MALAYSIAN 
PENPALS 


M Shafiz Isme, (B), 1.6.1985 
Lot 1565, Kg Juaseh, 

Pekan Air Panas, 

85300 Labis, Johor 

Sepak Takraw, Reading 


Maslia Muhamad, (G), 31.8.84 

TC 14 Rumah Murah 2, Jln Sawah, 
81500 Pekan Nenas, Johor 
Reading, Sports, Travelling 


Kartini Yaacob, (G), 13.2.86 
KM28, Kg Sg Charu, Panching, 
26090 Kuantan, Pahang 
Reading, Surfing the Internet 


Angela Ng, (G), 22.8.85 
61, Jin Besar Pajam, 
71700 Mantin, 

Negeri Sembilan 

Reading, Computer, Music 


Vijayamalini S, (G), 18.8.86 
676-B, Jin Delima 14, 

Tmn Bkt Melaka, Bkt Beruang, 
75450 Melaka 

Reading, Dancing, Singing 


Noor Najua Dimyah, (G), 28.10.85 


86, Kg Spynie, Kayan, 
32030 Sitiawan, Perak 
Music, Reading, Stamps 


Olga, (G), 27.3.89 

Pejabat Pos Menggatal, 

PO Box 280, 88450 Menggatal, 
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah 

Reading, Drawing, Stamps 


Hafizatul Nadiah, (G), 29.3.86 
36, Tmn Perumahan, 

Kuala Telemong, 

21210 Kuala Terengganu, 
Terengganu 

Reading, Television 


Aida Salwani, (G), 4.8.86 
12, Tmn Sri Losong, 
Losong Atap Zink, 

21000 Kuala Terengganu, 
Music, Sports, Travelling 


Tamilarasi M, (G), 9.11.89 

Lot 5150/15 Kg Pundut, Batu 3, 
32200 Lumut, Perak 
Badminton, Computer 


Nur Afifah M Said, (G), 28.3.86 
3293, Simpang 3, Kg Sri Aman 
22000 Jerteh, 

Terengganu 

Surfing the Net, Reading 


C.S. Hema, (G), 22.2.86 

35-U, Lrg 24, Tmn Lake View, 
34000 Taiping, Perak 
Camping, Drawing, Radio 


Noor Laila Ariffin, (G), 27.5.86 
6, Kg Bkt Kerang, Jln Bkt Keteri, 
02400 Beseri, Perlis 

Friends, Reading, Computer 


Devind Raj, (B), 6.5.90 

42, Lrg 6, Tmn Pegawai Kanan 
Kerajaan, Assam Kumbang, 
34000 Taiping, Perak 
Swimming, Badminton, Animals 


Paul William, (B), 11.6.87 
50, Persiaran Jelapang 19A, 
Tmn Sri Wani, 

30100 Ipoh, Perak 
Corresponding, Computers 


Adrian Sarron, (G), 12.7.87 
7, Hala Keledang Emas 15, 
Tmn Keledang Emas, 
30100 Ipoh, Perak 
Corresponding, Music, Net 


Mohd Rizal, (B), 18.10.87 

21, Lengkok pari Baru, 

Tmn Che Wan, 30010 Ipoh, Perak 
Reading, Computer, Sports 


Noraini Bt Jusoh, (G), 9.10.86 
115, kg Banggol Nyior, Gemuroh, 
Tepoh, 21060 Kuala Terengganu 
Reading, Penpals 


Cindy Gindara, (G), 19.9.89 
PO Box 36, 88450 Menggatal, 
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah 
Reading, Drawing, Badminton 


Kong Huey Teing, (G), 5.12.86 
8A, Off JIn Abdul Hamid, 
44000 Kuala Kubu Bharu, 
Hulu Selangor 

Reading, Music, Friends, Net 


Aina Amira Amir, (G), 26.2.86 
1945, Tmn Seri Cahaya, 
44300 Batang Kali, Selangor 
Reading, Penpals, Music 


Low Chyi Lyng,, (G), 19.3.88 
13, Jin TJ 8/3, Tmn Tiloh Jaya, 
28000 Temerloh, Pahang 
Computer, Music, Friends 


Nur Hidayah, (G), 10.6.86 
A1-01-03 Pangsapuri Indah, 
Tmn Teluk Ayer Tawar Indah, 
Teluk Ayer Tawar, 

13050 Butterworth, 

Pulau Pinang 

Reading, Internet, Television 


Ng Lan See, (G), 18.5.84 

3, Bagan Pasir, 

45500 Tanjong Karang, Selangor 
Singing, Music, Reading 


Shariffah Shafinar, (G), 2.2.86 
375, Jin Alang Ishak, Kg Sg Tapah, 
30020 Ipoh, Perak 

Computer, Music, Badminton 


Yoichi Takahashi, (B), 8.8.87 
Kampung Sempadan 

28500 Lanchang, Pahang 
Swimming, Friends, Travelling 


Raam Kumar R, (B), 24.8.89 
9, Jin Mohd Kalang, 

85300 Labis, Johor 

Reading, Stamps 


Sim Hong Guan, (B), 7.8.88 

14, Jin Mesawa, Tmn Asia Timur, 
85300 Labis, Johor 

Reading, Stamps 


Gabriela J. Joseph, (G),13.12.87 
PO Box 319, 88450 Menggatal, 
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah 

Chatting, Music, Reading 


Farizah Mohd, (G),18.9.89 
16, Felda Papulut Lawin, 
33410 Lenggong, Perak 
Reading, Stamps, Friends 


Hu Ting Yien, (G), 30.3.85 

Lot 9689, Pan Garden, JIn Hup Kee, 
Off JlIn Sherip Masahor, 

93250 Kuching, Sarawak 

Reading, Radio, TV 


Mohd Abdul Amin, (B),12.2.86 
PB/AS Kg Bkt Kayu Kelat, 21040 
Marang, Terengganu 

Music, Sports 
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TN eRe ACKCHA 


Dear Readers, 

You would have known by now all there is to know about the importance of the English language. It is 
the hottest topic at the moment. The importance of having a good command of the English language 
cannot be denied. It plays a vital part in shaping your future. There is no short cut to learning English 
as it is a process that needs time, effort, interest and lots of practice. Read good English books, 
magazines and other materials to help you achieve a better command of the language. You would also 
open your mind to a whole new world of interesting subjects. You get a taste of it in each issue of 
QUEST. We enjoy preparing the articles for you because we, too, learn about interesting things around 
the world while researching different subjects. Knowing the English language helps us a great deal. It 
will do the same for you, too. Happy learning! 
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MAZE rcavas 


Amaze the ants which are trying to 
find the way to their home where the 
Queen Ant is waiting! Use a pencil. 
Trace the path through the maze that 
the ants have to take. 
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The Swing 


How do you like to go up in a swing, 
Up in the air so blue? 

Oh, I do think it the pleasantest thing 
Ever a child can do! 


Up in the air and over the wall, 
Till I can see so wide, 

River and trees and cattle and all 
Over the countryside-- 


Till I look down on the garden green, 
Down on the roof so brown-- 

Up in the air I go flying again, 
Up in the air and down! 


From Child's Garden of Verses by Robert Louis Stevenson 
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